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1. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung)

You should start planning one semester earlier as the semesters start and end very differently
from the one at FAU. My tip is try to take courses here in Germany that offer a possibility of
taking an earlier exam or a paper because the semester in Chile start in July and that is the
period we are still having classes and exams here in Germany.

The application process was quite consistent, they asked for some documents — | delivered
the documents. Apparently usually the application process for exchange students in FEN ends
in the beginning of April. So if you have not heard anything from them by the end of March |
recommend you to contact them.

2. Anreise, Visum, Anmeldeformalitaten vor Ort

Regarding flights the cheapest you can find is through the US so most likely with an American
airline company. | went with Alitalia and one way ticket it cost me 700 euros but you can find a
round trip ticket for 1300 if you look for it early.

Chile is a very open country so for nationals of most countries you don’t need a Visa. You can
either get a student visa with the Chilean embassy in Germany or you can go without it. For
me | was allowed to stay up to 3 months so what | did was before my 90 days were done |
went to Argentina and when | came back my visa was extended for more 90 days.

3. Unterkunft (Wohnheim, privat)

| found my housing through a girl | met on the first day at school. But there are a lot of Facebook
groups which were created for that. It is not very easy but with a bit of effort you can find
something. If you are good in Spanish it will be easier, if not it will be a bit harder but
manageable. You can already start organizing your flat visits from Germany so you can save



some time. | lived in a house with 6 people. My room was quite small and the house was not
very new and | payed 250 euros a month.

Anyways, the supply of rooms/shared departments is enormous in Santiago and it won’t be
difficult to find a place to live. You can find a room from a Facebook page “Room Mate and
Flat Finder” or at on www.compartodepto.cl.

4. Studium sowie Sprachkurse an der Gastuniversitat

I have one advice for you regarding choosing courses: choose all the courses that you find
interesting. You can drop or add courses during the first two weeks of the semester, but it's
easier for you if you just take, say 7 courses and drop 3 of them when the time comes. Most
of the courses have a mandatory attendance of 80 %, so one does not simply skip half of the
lectures. Moreover, even if you are fluent in Spanish, some of the professors have a very strong
Chilean accent so be sure to check some of the classes before you commit.

Regarding Spanish classes FEN does not offer Spanish language courses, however they will
give you all the necessary information on how to do one if you want with one of the schools or
associations that offer Spanish classes. They will charge you something but | heard good
things about it.

5. Betreuung an der Gastuniversitat (International Office und Fachbereich)

The international office at FEN is very efficient and helpful. Any questions or doubts you may
have will be answered by just sending an email or dropping by the office. They always contact
you with useful information and they have so many events and associations in order to
integrate the exchange students into the FEN community. | really enjoyed it and have no
complaints about my stay there.

6. Ausstattung der Gastuniversitat (Bibliothek, Computerraume)

The campus at FEN is very nice. | was not expecting the campus to be this nice. The facilities
are very new and modern. The library is very big, clean and quiet. Of course during exams it
might be a bit hard to find a spot but nothing is impossible. Another tip is do not leave your
belongings unattended. Sometimes it might happen that you things are not there anymore
even if you go to the toilet for just a second. | did not use the computer room but from what |
have seen they are available.

7. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld-Abheben, Handy, Jobs)

If you plan your semester right you will have plenty of time to do everything you want to. There
are a lot of clubs and events happening in the school so you will not be bored. Santiago is a
big city so you can find things to do no matter what your interests are. It is also very well
located. There are a lot of options for one day trips.

Perhaps the most popular destination for weekend trips is Valparaiso. The city is a two-hour
bus ride away and possess numerous bars and nightclubs to satisfy one’s cravings for partying.
Next to Valparaiso there’s a beach called Concén, which is a popular place to go surfing. There
is also Mendoza in Argentina and Cajon del Maipo which is a beautiful place near Santiago.
Chile is over 4000 km long, which is a curse and a blessing. One can book flights within Chile
relatively cheap, in advance. The buses are quite slow but naturally cheaper. In this sense,
weekend trips to the far out parts of Chile might cost you a bit, so | advise you to plan your
school schedules in a way that there will be enough time for travelling. | did a lot of travelling
there and | can honestly say that Chile has several breathtaking landscapes which will not let
you down.

You won'’t experience culture shocks in Chile considering the food people eat there. Chile is
not well known for its cuisine but they have some delicious “food’ for instance empanadas.



School food usually consists of rice/ potatoes and meat/chicken/turkey or e.g. an omelet. The
cost is ~ 3 euros, so it’s really worth eating at the university every day. They also have a huge
range of different desserts that change every day.

The street food scene in Santiago is ok. There are not a lot of new and interesting stuff but you
can find very cheap food if you are really hungry. A classic in Chile is called chorillana, which
basically is a huge plate of French fries, sausages and meat. Quite inexpensive, but extremely
unhealthy.

The Chilean supermarkets are surprisingly expensive, almost as expensive if not more than
here in Nuremberg. Some things, like avocados, are cheaper, but in general you will have to
choose between quality and quantity.

For withdrawing money | used my Sparkasse debit and credit card. | usually withdrew large
amounts of money because | had to pay 4000 pesos for each of them. That depends on you
bank so you should contact them to see what kind of offers they have. Some of the other
exchange students did not have to pay so check banks or cards you could bring to Chile. For
my mobile provider | chose WOM which is the biggest provider there. You can buy a pre-paid
sim card and charge it in most of the drugstores. It cost me around 5 euros per month and |
had enough data and calls.

8. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien)

Regarding my finances, | spent if not more the same | spent in Germany. Santiago is not a
cheap city. When it comes about rent, usually you pay the same as in Nuremberg and the
standards are a bit lower, grocery shopping is also not very cheap unless you go to street
markets which can be cheaper. | spent more or less 800 euros a month.

Luckily I had a scholarship from DAAD PROMO, which was a sum of 1200 EUR (4 monthly
rates or 300 EUR each), so that helped me tremendously. The RIA (Referat fur Internationale
Angelegenheiten) in FAU Erlangen will give you all the information regarding that and it was
very straightforward process. If it was not for that scholarship | am not sure if | would have
been able to have had this exchange so | am very thankful.

9. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

My best experiences in Chile have been to be able to discover more about Latin American
culture, improve my Spanish significantly, meet people from all over the world with the same
passion to discover more about Latin America, to understand Chilean society, politics and
economy more deeply and to have enjoyed seeing the beautiful landscapes Chile has to offer.
I do not think I have any regrets except that Chile is a very expensive country, so do not expect
to go there and be able not to spend a considerable amount of money to live.

10. Wichtige Kontakte und Links

University
http://www.uchile.cl/

FEN
http://www.fen.uchile.cl/es http://pregrado.fen.uchile.cl/
http://pregrado.fen.uchile.cl/Pregrado/Login.aspx?Site=DocenciaWeb

International Office
http://nexointernacional.fen.uchile.cl/

crooney@fen.uchile.cl
incoming@fen.uchile.cl
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