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Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsaufenthalt  

  

Die Erfahrungsberichte werden von Studierenden verfasst und spiegeln nicht die Meinung 
der Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg wider. Jeder Bericht wird vor der 
Veröffentlichung geprüft. Die Universität behält sich das Recht zur Kürzung vor.  

  

Persönliche Angaben  

Name, Vorname:   

Studiengang an der 

FAU:  
MIBS  

E-Mail:   

Art des Aufenthaltes:  Studium   

Gasteinrichtung:  Universidad de Chile (FEN)  

Gastland:  Chile  

Studiengang an der 

Gastuniversität:  

Economia y Nogocios  

Aufenthaltszeitraum 

(WS, SS oder Jahr):  

WS 17/18  

  

1. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung)  

  

The preparation for the semester abroad starts months in advance. In my case, it started pretty 

much at the beginning of my degree in the FAU (MIBS, WiSo). In November 2016 took place 

the International Day in the faculty, a good opportunity to decide to go study abroad or not, and 

where, how, etc… In February 2016 we had a face to face interview (in German for German 

students and in Spanish or English for International ones) in the responsible chair, in this case 

the chair of Prof. Gardini. As usual the minimum required is a CV and a cover letter, but each 

chair gives precisions on that. By March 2016 we knew if we got a spot or not (acceptance 

from the partner university), 4 out of 5 students got accepted in the targeted University. From 

this time on we could really start the preparation of the semester abroad in Santiago de Chile.    

Make sure to take Spanish courses at the FAU to get used to the language.   

Look for housing and interesting FB groups like ‚Room mate and flat finder Santiago‘, ‚[Your 

nationality] in Chile‘, ‚FEN U de Chile / International Students‘, ‚Gringos/students/foreigners in 

Chile‘… There are plenty of them to find an accommodation, look for fellow citizens, friends, 

activities, trips, flea markets, parties… A bit of everything.   

Easier said than done, but try to book your flight to Chile as early as possible. Flights to South 

America (and back) from Europe are very expensive. In my case I had the problem of not 

knowing the dates of my final exams for the SS in the FAU, so I waited and had to pay a lot. In 

addition I arrived more than a week after the beginning of the semester in Chile (the starting 

date was July the 24th), so I missed the introduction week and a part of the AddDrop period 

for courses. The best case would be to know when your exams are to book your flights 

accordingly.   

  

2. Anreise, Visum, Anmeldeformalitäten vor Ort  

  

Most of the people are flying to Chile passing by the US (with Air Canada for example) as this 

is cheaper, but longer (count over 20 hours of journey on average). I flew with Air France and 
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KLM, with more direct flights (one stop) and a journey of around 14 hours all in all, but it’s more 

expensive. Once at the airport in Santiago, you can get to your Hostel or accommodation via 

different means such as taxi, buses or ‘compartidos’ (shared taxi, like TransVIP). For a first 

step in the new country, the last option is the best one, around 10€ to book directly at the 

airport (or possibly in advance). All this is well explained by the international office before you 

get there.   

Concerning the visa, I went for the easy solution, meaning that I didn’t do anything. As far as I 

know, for European people, they receive a tourist Visa valid 3 months in the country. Before 

this deadline you have to leave the country, which is also a good excuse for a weekend trip 

during the semester (the most liked destination in this case is Mendoza in Argentina, close to 

the Chilean border and reachable by bus from Santiago). The Visa is renewed as soon as you 

get back in the country, so two times 3 months for the semester are enough. Make sure to 

keep the paper document from the PDI (Policía de Investigaciones de Chile), essential to cross 

the borders.   

The other option is to get a proper Visa for Chile. A student Visa. In this case you might have 

to go to the embassy of your country, surely in Munich, and pay for it, months in advance. I do 

not know more about this option. But in this case you’ll need to go to the PDI once in Chile 

(usually the University will organize a group trip there, on a very early morning), and everything 

will be explained by them. For the rest of the paperwork, if needed, the University will answer 

all your questions.   

  

3. Unterkunft (Wohnheim, privat)  

  

I found my housing on one of the FB group I talked about before. There are hundreds or 

thousands of offers on the internet (FB, Yapo.cl, etc…). What I did was organizing visits from 

Germany, and once in Santiago visit a couple of places while staying in a Hostel during the 

first week. This is a good way to avoid problems. I lived in a private housing with an American 

and a Chilean in their 30s. The flat was located 7 minutes walking distance of the faculty, I had 

a private room and paid 210 000 CLP all bills included (equivalent to 300 EUR) which seemed 

to be a fair price. There are also student housings available, good but more expensive. Also 

cheaper options exist such as bigger house shares, or further locations.   

  

4. Studium sowie Sprachkurse an der Gastuniversität   

  

Concerning the courses modules and organization, the international office will send you precise 

emails with brochures and description of courses, differing according to the level or the field of 

studies. The deadlines to sign up for classes are very strict, but in case of a doubt you will have 

a week of Add/Drop period at the beginning of the semester to test the class and the professor 

(important to verify that you understand the Spanish of a professor, or to see if you are the only 

‘Gringo’ in a class or not, etc…).   

Normally you should receive all the information early enough to coordinate here with the 

different chairs and gets your learning agreements. I took the classes Latin America in World’s 

Affaires (ENG), International Marketing (ENG), Negocios II (SPA) and E-Lab (SPA/ENG). Also 

a class of Salsa/Bachata, indeed the University offers a broad range of leisure and sport 

courses, obligatory for the FEN students but as a foreigner you cannot get ECTS credits for 

them (at least not in the FAU).   

The Faculty there does not offer Spanish courses directly, unfortunately. It works with nearby 

associations and organisms that give good courses for all levels, but you have to pay for them. 

The FEN gives all information about these organisms beforehand as well. The best way to 

improve your Spanish will be to take courses in Spanish, get involved in extracurriculum 

activities or attempt to make Chilean or Spanish speaking friends. Hopefully you will be lucky 

enough to get a good ‘Buddy’ that will become a good friend like it was the case for me. The 

International office as also a lot of advices   

  

5. Betreuung an der Gastuniversität (International Office und Fachbereich)   

  

http://www.investigaciones.cl/
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The follow up at the FEN, U de Chile is of top quality. As soon as they accept you, they will 

send you an email to get on a FB group; a good way to stalk a bit your future fellow exchange 

students from all over the world! Until you get there you will receive all important information 

by email, at the right frequency, for a good preparation of your stay abroad. In case of additional 

questions they would also answer very fast, notably the office assistant (a Chilean student, 

Camy), and the lovely English incoming exchange coordinator, Catherine Rooney. Once there, 

there will be activities and parties organized by the office itself but also the omnipresent and 

great ISA (International Student Association). Fun fact, the former president of this association 

while I was there is actually doing her exchange in the FAU in Nürnberg, a good way for me to 

stay connected with Chile.    

The office of Nexo International is always open and they will try their best to help you with 

anything. It can be academic or personal. I would advise to make the most of all the activities 

offered by the Uni, for regular and international students (such as Fairs, trekkings, Gala, 

parties, ‘Let’s Chat language exchange’, Sport weeks etc…), this is the best way to enjoy your 

semester.   

  

6. Ausstattung der Gastuniversität (Bibliothek, Computerräume)  

  

The facilities in the FEN are very good. Notably the class rooms for Master students courses 

(Postgrados). There are computer rooms as well as a Mensa called ‘Casino’ there, classrooms 

of all size and auditoriums. Most of the activities take place in the main hall, like student 

demonstrations that you might witness too. There are also some cafes, nice areas outside to 

chill or hang out, together with brand new sport fields (basketball, football, climbing, dance, 

zumba…). The library is good as well, it can get crowded during exam period, but you’ll most 

of the time find a seat with an outlet. It is open from 9H00 to 22H00, also on Saturday mornings 

but not on Sundays. There is even a gym accessible for all students and a swimming pool 

around 30 minutes walking distance close to the city center and La Vega. Entering a team if 

you are a sport lover is a great way to make friends.   

  

7. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld-Abheben, Handy, Jobs)  

  

Chile is certainly not renowned for its food, especially when compared to a country such as 

Germany. Nevertheless, there are some specialties that have to be tried like the street food, 

the Pastel de Choclo, the different types of bread or the amazing avocados. Empanadas are 

a religion there. Of all type and size, you’ll probably fall in love with them. But be careful, they 

are very fat. Also, when the days are getting warmer around September, the ‘asados’ or BBQ 

will pop up all over the place. And the meat is amazing.   

The city has an interesting history; it was a dictatorship under Pinochet until 1990. There are 

very interesting museums all over the city, notably at the metro Quinta Normal, the free walking 

tours are nice. For hiking lovers, Santiago is probably one of the best places on earth! The city 

is surrounded by endless ‘cerros’, mountains and hills, which can be discovered by day or 

night, but never alone if possible. The easiest and closest ones are Cerro Santa Lucia and San 

Cristobal.   

The city is also full of parks, if possible to avoid by night. Some of my favorite neighborhoods 

are Barrio Italia, Lasterria or Bellavista, notably for the bustling night life and the cool bars and 

restaurant.   

If you have a German bank cards, usually it is free to withdraw money at the Scotiabank. 

Otherwise you might have to pay fees, in general 4 CLP.   

For your phone there are several possibilities, prepaid cards are probably the easiest and can 

be topped up every months or week according to your needs. There are providers like Claro, 

Virgin or WOM. The latter is the one I had, and I was satisfied enough by the internet coverage. 

I would usually spend between 5000 and 7000 CLP (approx. 10 EUR) per month.   

I haven’t been looking for a job, but as in all the capital cities there are good opportunities to 

work as a waitress or a baby-sitter, again FB groups would be of great helps for this.   
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8. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien)  

  

Concerning my finances, to be honest I spent a lot more than expected while in Chile. Traveling 

around is costly, but it is almost mission impossible to resist the temptation of this beautiful 

country and continent. Also Santiago as a city is expensive, for examples food in the 

supermarket is in general more expensive than in Nuremberg, and the rest of the prices are 

pretty much the same than in Europe surprisingly. Counting around 300 EUR for 

accommodation, 200 EUR for food and 300 EUROS for leisure, I would spend minimum 800 

to 900 EUR per month. And this is without including the trips around. So quite a budget… but 

thankfully I had some savings that I made working during my Bachelor, my gap year, and also 

in Germany as a ‘Werkstudent’ before leaving.    

You can also apply for scholarships, notably in this case ‘Fonds Hoschule International’ and 

the PROMO from the DAAD. I got the second one, for a total sum of 1200 EUR (4 monthly 

rates or 300 EUR each), so extremely helpful to live there. The RIA (Referat für Internationale 

Angelegenheiten) in FAU Erlangen will gladly help you with this. There must also be other kind 

of private scholarship that you should look for beforehand, once again, as early as possible.   

  

9. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)  

  

My best experiences in Chile have been to participate to some courses where I was the only 

foreigner; this is very gratifying and challenging. My Spanish improved, and I have also made 

very good friends there. I participated as much as I could to the activities offered in the FEN 

and have been elected ‘Mr International’, probably due to my motivation to make the most of 

my stay abroad. The trips I have done as well will stay in my mind forever. Passing from the 

driest desert of Earth, to the Lake region and Patagonia is doable only in this incredible country 

that Chile is.   

  

Some regrets are to have not spoken enough Spanish, and that someone stole my wallet in 

the metro (without me seeing it) during my last week in Chile. It considerably complicated the 

rest of my stay in South America until January 2018. But I made it. So please be more careful 

than ever with all your belongings, and try not to walk alone by night in the city center.   

  

10. Wichtige Kontakte und Links  

  

University  

http://www.uchile.cl/  

  

FEN  

http://www.fen.uchile.cl/es http://pregrado.fen.uchile.cl/  

http://pregrado.fen.uchile.cl/Pregrado/Login.aspx?Site=DocenciaWeb  

  

International Office  

http://nexointernacional.fen.uchile.cl/ 

crooney@fen.uchile.cl  
incoming@fen.uchile.cl  
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