Preparation

The application once | was accepted to Tampere University process was simple, | had to upload my
transcript, motivation letter, form of identity and create a preliminary study plan on the mobility
online website. | found the process for the learning agreements to be more difficult as the deadline
to submit the learning agreements in order to receive the erasmus funding was very early (29th July)
and in some circumstances | wasn't able to get a signed learning agreement as some chairs required
a syllabus, which wasn't available. In the end, | used the Auslandsblock in order to complete the
learning agreement and then make changes once the semester had begun. As a non-EU citizen with
German visa, | did not require a visa in order to study in Finland but | was required to submit a
mobility notification to the Finnish immigration service. To complete this | had to provide a form of
identity, my German residence permit, my admission letter from Tampere University, proof of health
insurance, proof of funds, as well as the €100 fee.

Arrival and entry

| travelled from Nuremberg to Tampere on the 7th of August and | first took the train to Frankfurt for
a flight to Helsinki and then | took the train from Helsinki airport to Tampere, the flight took around 2
hours as did the train.

Accomodation

My accomodation was a student apartment provided by TOAS, who provide housing across Tampere.
My dormitory, Lapinkaari, was located in the north part of Tampere and was a 25 minute walk away
from the city centre campus as well as a 20-25 minute walk from the city centre. In addition, the
dorm is located next to a bus stop, which took me directly to the university and the city centre. My
room was 12 sqm and had a bathroom and was furnished and included a microwave and mini fridge.
The dorm also has common kitchens on every floor (except the top and ground floor), a laundry
room, sauna, and a gym. Overall, it was a pleasant environment for my stay and the location was
great for both access to the city but also to the lake and hiking. My rent was €316 per month.

Professional stay at the host institution

each semester is split into three separate learning periods and lasts 1-2 months each, for example
the first leaning period lasted from 18th August to 19th October. All of my courses lasted for a single
learning period and at the end | had to complete an exam. There are differences between courses at
the FAU and Tampere University, each lecture lasts 2 hours and there are usually 2 lectures per week
and no tutorials, however one of my courses was a four hour lecture once per week. Furthermore,
there are many online courses that involve group work or independent study where you complete a
project, an essay etc. and these allow more flexibility in studying. There are plenty of English-
language courses, however as an economics student, | found it sometimes difficult to find courses,
especially in the 2nd semester. The university offers Finnish language courses that are 3 ECTS each
and can be done either once or twice per week and either online or in class. Exams could be held in
person, as in the FAU, but also electronically, where | would take the exam on a computerin a
examination room in the university, and | can choose the date and time of the exam and also the
room.

Supervision at the host institution

In my experience, | did not have any problems that | had to go to the international office for, but
whenever | emailed a lecturer or someone at the university, | always got a reply that was useful.



Equipment of the host institution

As | was studying business, all my classes were located at the city centre campus and this is where all
the main buildings are, including the library, lecture halls, admin etc. Overall, | thought that the
buildings were good. Because | had many online courses, | spent the majority of my time at
university in the library, which had plenty of space, it was easy to get textbooks for studying and
there were work rooms which | used for group projects, however these were sometimes hard to find
empty. The city centre campus also has three student cafeterias, where lunch was 3.10 eur and was
good quality, and the campus also contains a gym which was well-equipped, well-priced and offered
sports classes.

Everyday life and leisure time

Tampere was a really nice city and offered so much for students. The business faculty has a student
organisation called Boomi, who organises events for business students and when | arrived, they
provided us with three tutors for our group, which was a great chance to meet new people. | also
paid for the Boomi membership, which meant | could use their clubroom and join Boomi events. |
was also a member of the Erasmus Student network is Tampere, and they organised many events as
well and organised trips too, which was also a great way to make new friends. ESN also organised
trips to the Lofoten islands in Norway and a Lapland trip, which | did, and they were both amazing
experiences. | would also recommend becoming a member of the student union TREY because you
can get the student card, which is used for student discounts across Finland. There's so many student
events in Tampere and there is a very strong student culture; there are sitsits which is a traditional
Finnish student event, student overalls which are overalls worn by students according to their study
and have patches sewn onto them, and there are large mayday celebrations that involve parades and
activities. As a city, Tampere is very active, there are plenty of cafes, bars, and restaurants to visit as
well as parks and museums. The city also hosts events, such as festivals and a christmas market as
well as independence day celebrations. There are also two hockey teams in Tampere, as well as a
football team. In winter, the weather reached below -20 C, which meant the lakes froze over and you
could rent skates, and there are many public saunas in Tampere as well to experience. As for public
transport, there is a tram which connects Tampere with the Hervanta campus in the south east as
well as the Kauppi campus in the north east, the buses are also reliable and are very useful in the
winter, but they only run until 1am. You can buy a bus card and pay 48 eur per month to ride the
tram or bus, which is worth the price as a single ticket costs 2.10 eur. Tampere is 2 hours away from
Helsinki and Turku by train and it’s easy to get the ferry to Talinn and Stockholm. It is also possible to
see the northern lights from Tampere, especially nearby the lake and there are plenty of spots just
outside the city to hike or swim in a lake or have a barbeque.

Financial matters

Compared to Germany, Finland is more expensive, e.g. for groceries and going out, but being a
student helps with discounts for cafes, some restaurants, and museums. On top of this my rent was a
reasonable price and the cost of public transport and the university gym were also reasonable and
overall | didn't face financial difficulty, especially with my erasmus grants.

Conclusions

Overall, | enjoyed my experience in Finland immensely because there was so much to do as a student
and meet new people from across the world as well as Finland, and Tampere is a brilliant city to live.
| also enjoyed being able to explore Finland and its culture and I'm happy | had the opportunity to do
that.



https://toas.fi/en/ - TOAS housing
https://trey.fi/en/ - student union

| received an erasmus grant for both of my semesters and it definitely helped me feel more secure
financially and also gave more opportunities to do activites during my stay


https://toas.fi/en/
https://trey.fi/en/

