
Erfahrungsbericht über einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen
eines 
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Irland
Gastinstitution: NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND MAYNOOTH

1. Für welches Austausch- oder Förderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen 

Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Übersee)

2. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)

As an international student from Asia, I decided from the very beginning of the application process to 

apply to universities within Europe. Compared with universities in the UK, the exchange application 

process for Irish universities was less competitive and did not require any additional language 

qualifications. As a result, I received my admission offer in the first application round before Christmas.

3. An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)

Due to administrative delays, my new German residence permit had not arrived by the time I applied 

for the Irish visa. However, after I explained my situation, the visa officer at the Irish Embassy in Berlin 

approved my application even before I received the new permit. I then flew to Ireland two days after 

the start of the new semester, and everything went smoothly. Don't panic. Everything will be fine.

4. Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)

I chose to live with a local host family in a small town about a 10-minute drive from Maynooth rather 

than in student accommodation. My Irish host family was warm, welcoming, and always willing to help 

whenever unexpected issues arose during my exchange period. I would highly recommend this type of

accommodation to future exchange students.

5. Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsin-

halte und -aufgaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Prüfungen, Abschlussarbeit)



At Maynooth University, course grades are typically based on a combination of mid-term and final 

assessments. Mid-term exams are usually held around four weeks after the start of the semester, 

which can make the schedule feel quite intensive. However, as long as students keep up with the 

coursework and participate consistently, achieving good results is very manageable.

As an IES student from FAU WiSo, I mainly selected courses in Economics, International Trade, and 

Corporate Finance. Assessment methods generally consisted of written examinations and short 

essays or coursework assignments completed throughout the semester.

6. Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikums-

betreuung

The professors at Maynooth University and the staff of the International Office were all very friendly, 

approachable, and supportive. They responded promptly to inquiries and made every effort to ensure 

that any problems encountered by exchange students were resolved efficiently. I studied at the school 

of economics. Prefessors here are always willing to provide you an office appointment. If your exams 

overlap, just send them an email. They will solve the problem quickly.

7. Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerräume, Laboratorien, Unter-

richts- und Arbeitsräume etc.)

Much more seats. A lovely Starbucks coffee store. Free copy and print service. The last but not least, a

small garden involved inside! I would strongly recommend spending more time studying in the 

university library!

8. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)

Nothing different from here in Germany. I kept my German phone card. One thing however did surprise

me: the living cost, said, food cost, is actually lower than in Germany. Maynooth is very close to Dublin.

For those who plan to do further study here instead of just an exchange, MU provides lots of job and 

internship opportunities. The career event is held weekly.

9. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstützung der Ga-

steinrichtung)

The first part of ERASMUS scholarship was received 2 weeks after I confirmed my arrival at the host 

university. The second part might arrive soon after departure. Students can not expect to use only the 

scholarship to cover their living expenses. I finished my internship before the exchange so I was 

financially able to sponsor myself. To make this journey more fun, I highly recommend students saving 

some money in the previous semesters.

10.Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)



Best experience ever. Ireland is for those who love pub, good Guinness, and want to embrace simple 

village life. 1 hour drive to Dublin by bus. 3.5 hours to Galway by train. I made lots of friends here. The 

locals are all very friendly and open to talk. You will miss the peaceful morning walk around the field for

sure.

11.Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

the MU international office will help you solve all the problems, just ask. they usually reply after half of 

the day. Emms Wald is the main officer. If you have any problem, you can always write to the 

international office of MU for help. They also have a small office for appointment at the South Campus.

12.Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Für diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderförderung 

erhalten haben: Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie Ihren Aufenthalt in dieser Hin-

sicht erlebt haben.


