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Folgende Angaben dienen zu lhrer Orientierung, auf welche Themen Sie im Bericht eingehen kdnnen.
Bitte fullen Sie sich weder verpflichtet, detailliert auf alle genannten Bereiche einzugehen, noch sich
nur auf diese zu beschranken. Schreiben Sie Uber alles, was Ihnen wichtig erscheint und was Ihrer
Meinung nach fur Ihre Nachfolger nitzlich sein kdnnte.

Themenbereiche:
1. Bewerbung und Auswahlverfahren an der FAU

As it is obligatory for participants of my study program to complete a number of ECTS
at a foreign guest university, | began researching about the partner universities and
cities available for the FAU and WiSo faculty’s exchange programs early on. This
included both corresponding with former foreign exchange students from the FAU
who had already spent a year abroad as well as the information on the WiSo’s
International office’s websites. In the end, | decided to apply for five of the most
attractive options for me in the WiSo Outgoing program, with my priorities being
focused on Spanish partner universities as | wanted to improve my language skills.
Out of these, the Universidad de Valencia (UV) was my top choice based on what
former exchange students there had written and told me about the university itself,
the city’s vibrant ERASMUS culture and beautiful cityscape. The application
procedure managed by the International office ran smoothly and approximately 2
weeks after the application deadline at the beginning of December, | already received
the confirmation of my spot for an exchange semester at the UV in the desired time
frame.

2. Bewerbung / Anmeldung an der Gastuniversitat

A separate application at the UV itself was not necessary as the International office
took care of both the further nomination and application process at the partner
university. After a while, | was contacted by the International Relations office of the
Universidad de Valencia as well as the FAU’s institution responsible for the
ERASMUS+ mobility program regarding the further steps and documents required for
the completion of my registration at the UV and the receipt of the ERASMUS mobility
grant.

3. Vorbereitung auf das Auslandsstudium

Before the beginning of my exchange semester, | took part in a Spanish course from
the WiSo language center to refresh my proficiency in the language. With regard to
the most important organizational matters of your stay abroad, like the signing of your
desired learning agreements for the courses you wish to take at the guest university
and the search for and rent of the accommodation for your stay abroad, | would
recommend to begin with these steps as soon as possible. For instance, many
students start looking for a suitable accommodation at a point when most of the most
attractive housing offers are already taken. So if you want to find the best
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mmodation for your studies in Valencia, you have to start with your research several
months in advance. Remember that your accommodation is going to be your home
for multiple months.

4. Anreise / Visum

| travelled to Valencia by airplane via the direct flight connection between Nuremberg
and Valencia of the Ryanair airline, which cost about 180€, and ordered a taxi to take
me to my booked accommodation. Requesting a visa was not necessary for me as |
possess an EU passport.

5. Unterkunftsmaoglichkeiten (Wohnheim, privat)

In general, the Valencian housing market offers a great number and variety of
accommodation options suitable for students, from shared to single apartments as
well as a number of student residences. The city itself is considered relatively safe,
with the only areas said to best be avoided being the quarters next to the beach,
namely Malvarrosa (specifically near Casitas Rosas) and also depending on the
street respective El Cabanyal. Apart from this, the respective districts of the city offer
their own individual set of advantages, such as Benimaclet's excellent connection to
public transportation, Ruzafa’s many restaurants and cafés as well as its proximity to
the Turia park and Valencia's Ciutat Vella (Old Town), or El Cabanyal’s close access
to the city’s beaches and the sea. Many students also recommend the area around
the Avinguda de Blasco Ibafiez because many faculties of the UV and other
universities are located directly in the street or close-by, as well as the many
restaurants, bodegas and the vibrant student life of the neighborhood there. There
are many websites on the Internet where one can find accommodations offered in
Valencia. This includes, for instance, Idealista, which hosts the largest amount of
offers, Housing Anywhere, as well as Spotahome. However, there have also been a
number of scams related to faked apartments on some of these websites. An easy
way to verify the credibility of the accommodation offered beforehand is to ask the
landlord for a virtual room-tour or self-filmed video of the apartment’s kitchen, living
room, bath, etc. Considering the financial safety aspect and reliability, | would
personally advise to search for potential lodging on Spotahome first, because the
company’s staff often checks the apartments offered on their website and uses a
payment system through which the security deposit and first month’s rent are only
paid out to the landlord if the tenant hasn’t reported any faults or deficiencies with the
accommodation within 24 hours after moving into it. Bear in mind though that most of
these website’s will require a provision for handling your rental of the apartment in
addition to the landlord’s demanded security deposit and monthly rent. When
searching for attractive apartments, in addition to the usual aspects, | would
recommend to make sure that they are equipped with their own heating system, as
despite the warmer climate the nights in winter can also be quite cold in Valencia, air
conditioning for the summer and that there are no signs of mold.

6. Einschreibung an der Gastuniversitat
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few months after receiving the confirmation of my spot for exchange semester at the
UV, | was contacted by the International Relations Office of the UV regarding the next
steps for completing my registration on the websites of the university so that | could
access its services and apply for the courses | wanted to take there. A critical part of
planning your semester at the UV is to schedule your courses and weekly calendar.
Many of the exchange students | met faced problems because they couldn’t get into
the study modules they wanted as a result of the large rush at the opening of the
course registration portal for the following semester. Therefore, | would recommend
to regularly check your email-account for new instructions and information regarding
the course registration and logging into the registration portal several minutes before
the registration period officially begins. Moreover, pay attention to the timetables of
the courses and make sure that their lectures and exercise sessions don’t overlap.

7. Fachliche und administrative Betreuung an der Gastuniversitat (International
Office, Fachstudienberater, Buddy-Programme, studentische Initiativen, etc.)

The UV has a buddy-program to support incoming students from abroad and offer
them a person to turn to in case of Uni-related questions. Moreover, there is also the
International Relations Office for bureaucratic, general study- or other matters, which
one can easily turn to both via email or personally during their office- and speaking-
hours.

8. Lehrveranstaltungen / Stundenplan an der Gastuniversitéat

The economic faculty of the UV at the campus dels tarongers features a great variety
of different course modules in various disciplines. In contrast to the FAU however, the
attendance of both the course lectures and exercise sessions is mandatory for most if
not all courses at the UV and sometimes even contributes to one’s practical grade.
This is linked to the UV's applied so-called “Continuous Assessment” model under
which the students final grade is determined by their grade in a final theoretical exam
as well as their graded performance in the course’s exercise sessions, which can
consist of smaller tests, work assignments such as writing short academic essays,
presentations or other practical tasks and projects. To give a perspective, for some of
my course module’s my final grade was decided by 40-50% by my overall practical
grade in the subjects” exercise tasks. Because of this system, studying at the UV is in
some aspects very similar to school and in comparison to the FAU (at least from my
own experience) its courses are also significantly more time-demanding.
Consequently, | would advise against taking 5 or more study modules for one’s
exchange semester and recommend a number of 3 or 4 courses instead, as
otherwise you will have little free time to enjoy your stay abroad and for exploring
Valencia. | chose four courses to participate in, three of which, namely International
Negotiation, Consumer Behavior and Foreign Trade, were in English, and the last
one, International Marketing, was taught in Spanish.

International Negotiation was very student-friendly in terms of the amount of work
required for studying and the practical assignments, which included two very
insightful negotiation role-plays, and the final exam (single-choice questions) was
also quite manageable. In addition, the content of the course was also very
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esting, and if you put in the effort, it is not difficult to achieve a good to very good
grade.

In comparison, the scope of the material and the difficulty of the final exam (open-
ended questions) for the Foreign Trade course were higher, but fortunately, on the
other hand, no assignments were given for outside of class; instead, they were
completed during the exercises themselves. Moreover, the course also includes an
excursion to Valencia’'s impressive international trade harbor.

Consumer Behavior also had very fascinating content, but the course module
required significantly more work from students compared to the two subjects
mentioned above, especially for the practical assignments (mostly short academic
essays in individual or group work). At the same time, however, the final exam was
relatively easy (single-choice questions) and only required good memorization of a
reasonably manageable amount of material.

My last subject, International Marketing, was similarly insightful content-wise, but the
practical assignments for the module required a significant time investment, and the
amount of material to learn for the final exam (open-ended questions) was
comparatively more extensive than my other three subjects.

9. Sprachkurse an der Gastuniversitat (kostenlos, kostenpflichtig)

The UV’s language center, which also had a site close to the Campus dels
Tarongers, offers language courses in several major languages, such as Spanish,
English, French, Russian, Arabic and Japanese, but also Catalan. However, these
courses are subject to fees. For instance, my 60h Spanish-language course, which
spanned the entire semester and ended with a final exam that would earn the
students a certificate, costed me 200€.

10. Ausstattung der Gastuniversitéat (Bibliothek, Computerraume, etc.)

The UV is very well-equipped and the Campus dels Tarongers features its own
library-building with an extensive library, as well as rooms with computers and for
group or individual work. Moreover, the university also possesses a wide variety of
sports facilities, some of which are also located at the Campus dels Tarongers.

11. Freizeitangebote

Both inside and outside the UV, exchange students in Valencia can enjoy a wide
range of entertainment options, ensuring that there is something for everyone. On the
one hand, there is a large number of leisure activities offered to students at the UV
itself, including lessons in various martial arts, tennis, archery, and other sport
disciplines, as well as artistic areas such as theater and music. On the other hand,
there are a number of agencies in Valencia, such as “Happy ERASMUS” and
‘ERASMUS Life,” which provide a variety of trips, day activities, and discounts for
foreign students. These include, for example, trips to notable destinations within
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ncia such as the Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias, excursions to more distant cities
such as Alicante, Murcia, or Barcelona, or trips to picturesque natural locations in
Spain, such as the Montanejos or the San Josep caves. In addition, these agencies
organize multi-day tours to Portugal, Andalusia, and even Morocco, among other
places. Furthermore, the Instagram pages of both agencies feature links to various
WhatsApp groups where exchange students can arrange to meet up for a wide range
of leisure activities, such as basketball, hiking, or volleyball, as well as club visits. The
latter two examples are particularly worth noting. Valencia's wide sandy beach is
ideal for beach volleyball, and there are many volleyball courts available for rent to
spend a great time with friends. And if you're in the mood to party, you won't get
bored in Valencia thanks to the city's large number of dance clubs and bars, with the
Umbracle, Mya Club, Akuarela, and Committee being especially worth checking out.

12. Stadt (Sehenswirdigkeiten, Feste, Museen, etc.)

Valencia is a remarkably diverse city that really stands out for its cultural offerings
and cityscape. Its location by the sea and the wide city beach, which offers a
magnificent view of the Spanish coastline, make a semester abroad there an
unforgettable experience, and | personally enjoyed the proximity of my
accommodation to the beach to the fullest. Added to this is the beautiful Turia Park,
which winds its way through the city like a ribbon and also offers plenty of space for
free-time activities. Another highlight of Valencia is its picturesque old town and the
surrounding areas around the Plaza de Ayuntamiento, whose cafés, bodegas, and
restaurants me and my friends greatly enjoyed. The city also has a number of
museums, among which the unique futuristic Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias
stands out, but apart from the latter, | did not visit any of them. In any case, you'll
never get bored in Valencia, and festivals and celebrations take place frequently
throughout the year, from fireworks to parades. During my winter semester in
Valencia, fireworks were held every Saturday from November until Epiphany at the
Plaza de Ayuntamiento. However, the most important event of the year in Valencia is
the famous Fallas weeks in March, during which artistically designed parade floats
make their way through the city center over several days and a colorful crowd of
people celebrate almost non-stop amid numerous fireworks displays.

13. Alltag (Geld-Abheben, Handy, Jobben)

Valencia has shops for all needs, from electronics stores such as Mediamarkt to
various supermarket chains, including both local Spanish chains such as Mercadona
and Mercado de Dia, as well as German supermarkets such as Aldi, Lidl, and
Rossmann. The city also has a reliable public transport network, with buses, trams,
and the Valencia metro being the primary modes of transport. Valencia also has well-
developed bike paths along the main traffic arteries such as Avenida de Blasco
Ibafiez and in the city center, which allow you to reach the most important places in
Valencia, such as the city center, the various UV campuses, the main train station,
and the city beach. However, | would not buy or rent my own bike, as several
students have already had theirs stolen. Instead, you can rent a bike for a cheap
annual subscription of around €30 at the Valenbisi rental stations, which are located
throughout the city, with the first thirty minutes of each ride included in the
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cription. Especially in the city center and in neighborhoods such as Malvarrossa or El
Cabanyal, you should beware of pickpockets and avoid places such as the beach
and the Casitas Rosas in general at night. Otherwise, Valencia is a safe city that
offers a good quality of life. Studying in Spain usually leaves little time for side jobs,

which is why | would advise against it.

14. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien)

Apart from the mobility grant from the ERASMUS+ program, you can also apply for
various other funding programs such as the Auslands-BAfoG (foreign student loan) to
finance your semester abroad. In terms of living costs, | would say that Valencia is
comparatively cheaper than Germany, which is particularly noticeable in the prices of
food such as meat or haircuts at barbershops or hair salons. The cost of using public
transportation is also significantly lower, although | saved almost all of this by using
Valenbisi. Club visits and other leisure activities such as excursions and eating out at
restaurants are particularly expensive. All in all, | would estimate my average monthly
expenses to be around €1200 to €1300, which was mainly due to my many activities
with friends. This resulted from a relatively expensive rent of €750 per month for a
comparatively well-furnished apartment, as well as monthly food expenses of around
€300, although | usually paid more or less attention to good quality. On top of that,
my monthly expenses for leisure activities amounted to between €100 and €200.

15. Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links
International Relations Office of the UV:

https://www.uv.es/uvweb/economy/en/mobility-exchanges/ori-faculty-
economics/information-contact/schedule-location-1286062720733.html

General information for incoming exchange students at the UV:
https://www.uv.es/uvweb/undergraduate-degree-audiovisual-communication/en/what-
can-study-/mobility/incoming-students-other-universities/international-
programmes/incoming/general-information-1286005284092.html

Degree Programs offered at the UV:
https://www.uv.es/uvweb/college/en/undergraduate-studies/undergraduate-studies-
/degree-programmes-offered-1285846094474.html

16. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

My semester abroad in Valencia was an absolutely unique experience for me, one
that enriched me in so many ways. On the one hand, this was thanks to the many
new good friends | made there, as well as the numerous simply brilliant moments |
was able to enjoy during my stay, from unforgettable trips and club nights to the
many enjoyable hours spent on the beach or in the bodegas of the old town. Apart
from the higher workload compared to Germany and a few minor issues, there was
hardly anything that left me with bad memories, and even those are far outweighed
by the many happy moments | experienced. The time | spent in Valencia helped me
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re as a person and brought me so many irreplaceable memories that | am sure | will
never forget. | can only recommend spending a semester abroad there, which, with
the necessary planning and consideration, is sure to turn into one of the best

adventures of your life!

17. Sonstiges

Vielen Dank ftr Ihre Unterstitzung!



