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Erfahrungsbericht liber einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen
eines
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Frankreich
Gastinstitution: Université de Montpellier

1.

Fiir welches Austausch- oder Férderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen

Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Ubersee)

Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)
Planning and application was made easier by early information provided by the host university, long
before my stay. | submitted my documents before reaching France and everything worked.

An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)

Although travelling there required timely risky train changes and one full day, | had no issue in reaching
my student accommodation even late at night. The staff was there ready to welcome me and assign a

room.

Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)

| accepted an accommodation in a dormitory that was offered by the erasmus office before my stay.
The price was cheap and therefore avoided the problem of seeking accommaodation privately. The
experience there significantly influenced my overall impression. It felt like living in a large
neighborhood with only students. | was surrounded by many internationals as well as French
colleagues and this enormously impacted my student life as well, facilitating socialization and
connections.

Daily practical matters were always an issue because of the large number of students who were
staying there, but it was overall a very positive experience.

Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsin-

halte und -aufgaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Priifungen, Abschlussarbeit)
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Once | found the right courses, everything was easy to plan and clear, but creating a schedule was by
far the most stressful task during my stay. Due to overlapping courses and content related issues, | did
not find it easy at the beginning. Throughout my first month, | had to try out several solutions before |
finally changed my learning agreement and started a regular course schedule.

| studied entirely in French, and the professors and student assistants were ready to help whenever |

had misunderstandings.

Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikums-

betreuung

Despite various organizational issues with my personal timetable, the international office at my faculty
was extremely helpful and friendly and helped me throughout the application processes, paperwork
and any small request that | had. | can say that they provided full assistance starting before my stay,
until the very end of it. This feeling was shared among international students, making me feel safe in
the knowledge that | could always seek help there.

Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerraume, Laboratorien, Unter-

richts- und Arbeitsraume etc.)

Our faculty offered an excellent library with everything a student could need for exam preparation. It
was possible to borrow books and dictionaries for internationals too, as we all had our student card
and could enjoy its benefits.

Moreover, the university worked together with CROUS, the French organization that manages
dormitories and canteens. This worked perfectly and our everyday life was facilitated by it, as there
was enough infrastructure for students such as university restaurants and libraries around the city.

Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)

| found the city very attractive and full of events on every day of the week. Students were encouraged
to travel around the region, meet each other and have cultural exchanges. Student associations and
the Erasmus Student Network in particular were always present and offered activities during the entire
semester. This was a huge part of my experience as their activities allowed me to meet people from all
over the world, which | truly enjoyed.

Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstiitzung der Ga-

steinrichtung)

Living expenses exceeded my expectations, nonetheless, thanks to economic benefits we had as
students and the erasmus grant, everything was manageable. Student meals and accommodation
were extremely cheap.

10. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)
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The best part of my experience was the feeling of discovery. Erasmus allowed me to experience life as
a foreigner once again, with all that comes with it. As an international student in Germany, | had this in
my first year and really missed the feeling of starting something new. It made me feel more optimistic
and fueled curiosity.

As 'worst experience' | must mention the process of creating a learning agreement that could satisfy all
my needs and fit my schedule. For weeks | did not know which lectures to attend, which subjects to
study. Although | was helped by the responsible offices and chairs in both universities, it was a long
and stressful process that negatively impacted my first month of stay.

Erasmus was a beautiful chapter in my student life, full of growth and unforgettable memories, as well
as something that will stay with me for much longer than one semester.

11.Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

12. Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Fiir diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderféorderung
erhalten haben: Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie lhren Aufenthalt in dieser Hin-

sicht erlebt haben.



