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Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium
Die Erfahrungsberichte werden von Studierenden verfasst und spiegeln nicht die Meinung

der Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nurnberg wider. Jeder Bericht wird vor der
Veréffentlichung® gepruft. Die Universitat behalt sich das Recht zur Kiirzung vor.

Angaben zum Auslandsaufenthalt

Studiengang an der WiSo: | Wirtschaftswissenschaften

Gastuniversitat: Universidad de Sevilla
Gastland: Spain

Studiengang an der
Gastuniversitat:
Aufenthaltszeitraum

Business Administration and Management

(Semester und Jahr): 1 Semester
Darf der Bericht
veroffentlicht werden?* (Nichtzutreffendes 16schen) JA / NEIN

*Veroffentlichung unter: http://ib.wiso.fau.de/outgo/partneruniversitaeten/

Bei Fragen in Bezug auf den Datenschutz moéchten wir Sie auf die Webseite des
Datenschutzbeauftragten der FAU verweisen
(https://www.fau.de/fau/leitung-und-gremien/gremien-und-beauftragte/beauftragte/datenschut
zbeauftragter/) oder auf deren Email-Adresse (datenschutzbeauftragter@fau.de)

Schildern Sie Ihre persénlichen Erfahrungen und Eindriicke von Ihrem Auslandsaufenthalt.
Bitte halten Sie sich dabei an eine Regel: Seien Sie fair!

. nur eigene Erfahrungen und Eindricke beschreiben
. keine Unterstellungen, Spekulationen oder Geruchte
. keine Verallgemeinerungen

. Kritik sachlich, konkret und konstruktiv formulieren

. keine Beleidigungen

Verwendung von Bildern: Falls Sie in lhren Bericht Bilder einfiigen wollen, verwenden Sie
bitte ausschlieBlich Bilder, die Sie selbst fotografiert haben und auf denen keine Personen
abgebildet sind. Aufgrund urheberrechtlicher Bestimmungen mussen wir Bilder, die diesen
Vorgaben nicht entsprechen, aus dem Bericht entfernen.


http://ib.wiso.fau.de/outgo/partneruniversitaeten/
https://www.fau.de/fau/leitung-und-gremien/gremien-und-beauftragte/beauftragte/datenschutzbeauftragter/
https://www.fau.de/fau/leitung-und-gremien/gremien-und-beauftragte/beauftragte/datenschutzbeauftragter/
mailto:datenschutzbeauftragter@fau.de

BURO FUR
INTERNATIONALE BEZIEHUNGEN

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS OFFICE

— Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat
: Fachbereich Wirtschafts- und
I/ Sozialwissenschaften | WiSo

Folgende Angaben dienen zu lhrer Orientierung, auf welche Themen Sie im Bericht eingehen kénnen.
Bitte fiillen Sie sich weder verpflichtet, detailliert auf alle genannten Bereiche einzugehen, noch sich
nur auf diese zu beschrénken. Schreiben Sie liber alles, was lhnen wichtig erscheint und was lhrer
Meinung nach fiir Ihre Nachfolger niitzlich sein kénnte.

Themenbereiche:

1.

2.

8.

9.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Bewerbung und Auswahlverfahren an der FAU
Bewerbung / Anmeldung an der Gastuniversitat
Vorbereitung auf das Auslandsstudium

Anreise / Visum

Unterkunftsmoglichkeiten (Wohnheim, privat)
Einschreibung an der Gastuniversitat

Fachliche und administrative Betreuung an der Gastuniversitat (International
Office, Fachstudienberater, Buddy-Programme, studentische Initiativen, etc.)

Lehrveranstaltungen / Stundenplan an der Gastuniversitat
Sprachkurse an der Gastuniversitat (kostenlos, kostenpflichtig)
Ausstattung der Gastuniversitat (Bibliothek, Computerraume, etc.)
Freizeitangebote

Stadt (Sehenswirdigkeiten, Feste, Museen, etc.)

Alltag (Geld-Abheben, Handy, Jobben)

Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien)

Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

Sonstiges

Vielen Dank fiir Ihre Unterstiitzung!
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Erfahrungsbericht tiber einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen eines
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Spanien
Gastinstitution: Universidad de Sevilla

1. FiirwelchesAustausch-oderFoérderprogrammfertigenSiediesen Erfahrungsbericht an?
Erasmus (Europa oder Ubersee)
2. Vorbereitung(Planung,OrganisationundBewerbungbeiderGasteinrichtung)

Applying to the University of Seville initially seemed straightforward, but as a non-EU citizen, I faced
significant challenges, particularly with the visa process and document submission. The Spanish consulate in
Munich required certain documents in advance, which the University of Seville was unable to provide at that
stage. This created a bureaucratic deadlock, as the university would not issue the necessary paperwork, and the
consulate would not grant the visa without it. As a result, the visa application process was highly stressful and
took nearly five months to resolve.

Another major hurdle was the learning agreement. Since I study Wirtschaftswissenschaften and my home
university no longer offers the Auslandsblock, I had to find specific courses in Seville that closely matched my
curriculum. This process was chaotic, as I had to visit multiple department chairs individually to confirm course
equivalencies. The international office provided little support, making the task even more difficult. Finding
suitable courses that would be accepted by both institutions required a lot of persistence and coordination.

3. An-undEinreise(Visum,Flug/Bahn/Bus)

I received my visa just a week before leaving for Seville, which was quite stressful, especially since the
University of Seville required my visa application beforehand. However, in the end, everything worked out. I
booked a flight from Nuremberg to Seville, with a layover in Barcelona, as this was the more affordable option. I
arrived in Seville on the evening of September 9th, even though classes had already started that morning. The
reason for my late arrival was that I had an exam in Zivilrecht at my home university, so I had to plan my
departure accordingly.
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Unterkunft(Wohnheim/Privat)

During my semester in Seville, I lived in a shared flat with five other people, which I found through Viverasmus.
While Viverasmus provides a quick and secure way to find housing—something that was crucial for me since I
had visa issues and exams to deal with—it turned out to be an expensive and inconvenient option. My room was
extremely small, the rent was high, and I had to share one bathroom with four people, which was far from ideal.

One of the biggest issues with Viverasmus is how they handle payments. Rent for some shared flats had to be
paid in cash, and tenants would only receive an online receipt, not a physical one. I know someone who paid
their deposit, but because the Viverasmus staff failed to record the payment, they were later told they had never
paid it. This led to a major issue where the company demanded the deposit twice, ultimately resulting in legal
trouble. Situations like this highlight how unreliable their system can be, so anyone considering Viverasmus
should be extremely careful when making payments and always keep proof.

That said, one of the few positives of Viverasmus is that they organize parties and free excursions, which can be
a good way to meet people. However, given how expensive and disorganized they are, I would not recommend
them. Instead, I suggest looking for housing through Idealista, which offers cheaper and better-quality options.
While you need to watch out for scams, it is generally a much better choice than Viverasmos.

If you're searching for accommodation, I highly recommend looking in neighborhoods like Tarfia, Triana, and
Los Remedios. These areas are well-connected, safe, and have a great atmosphere for students. Taking the time
to find a good place is definitely worth it, as it can make a huge difference in your overall experience abroad.

5. FachlicherAufenthaltanderGasteinrichtung(Lehrveranstaltungen,Praktikumsin- halte und
-aufgaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Priifungen, Abschlussarbeit)

During my semester in Seville, I took four courses: Macroeconomics (English), Corporate Finance (English),
Marketing de Servicios (Spanish), and Marketing Industrial (Spanish). I would recommend all of them, though
it's worth mentioning that English courses are no longer generally available. The university made an exception
for just four or five students out of 400 international students that semester, so most students had to take their
courses in Spanish.

Macroeconomics: This was my favorite course, mainly because of the professor. He was, without a doubt, one
of the best professors I’ve ever had, because of the way he would teach and also get our attention. The teaching
style in Spain is much more interactive than in Germany——classes are small (about 30 students max), and the
relationship between students and professors is very relaxed and friendly. It felt less like a formal university
setting and more like a supportive learning environment.

Corporate Finance: The course content was quite similar to Investition und Finanzierung at FAU, as well as
Corporate Finance at FAU. The subject itself was somewhat challenging, but the grading system made it
manageable. Students had two options: either take a final exam or choose Continuous Evaluation. Of course,
everyone took Continuous Evaluation, which involved regular projects and mini- tests. In Corporate Finance, for
example, we had weekly quizzes. This system made the course very doable, even enjoyable, and it was easy to
achieve a good grade.

nish-Taugh r
Marketing de Servicios: This is a course that nearly every international student takes because it's one of the
easiest options. If you choose Continuous Evaluation, you just need to do a presentation and a mini-test. The
great thing is that professors tell you exactly what to focus on for the test, making it much less stressful. Even if
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your Spanish isn’t perfect, the professors are extremely understanding and genuinely appreciate the effort
international students put into studying in Spanish. They’re very helpful and supportive throughout the course.

Marketing Industrial: Another course that many international students took. It was quite similar to Marketing de
Servicios in structure. Spanish students in this class were also incredibly helpful—if you had any difficulties,
they were always willing to assist. In general, Spanish students were extremely kind and supportive toward
internationals.

Course I Do Not Recommend

Marketing Internacional: I do not recommend this course. It was very demanding and stressful, requiring weekly
projects. The frustrating part was that the professor would decide each week who would present their project,
meaning you could put in a lot of effort only for it to be completely unused. The professor was also very strict,
making it difficult to achieve a good grade. Both international and Spanish students found it stressful, and after
attending for a week, I decided to drop the course.

General Observations on Studying in Spain
Studying at the University of Seville was much more interactive and engaging compared to my

experience in Germany. The courses focused heavily on projects and presentations, rather than just exams and
theory. Even when we studied theory, we often did games and activities to make learning more enjoyable. The
overall experience was much more fun, and I still remember a lot of what I learned because of this teaching style.
If you’re considering studying in Seville, be prepared for a different—but much more engaging—academic
experience.

6. BetreuunganderGasteinrichtung(InternationalOffice,Fachbereich,Praktikums- betreuung

Once I arrived, the first two weeks were some of the most stressful I have ever experienced. Despite having
completed my learning agreements at FAU and receiving confirmation that the University of Seville had
accepted them, I quickly realized that things were not as settled as I had thought. Initially, I had five approved
courses, but upon arrival, I was only officially enrolled in two. This left me completely confused and scrambling
to secure additional courses to meet the requirements for my semester abroad.

To make things worse, the regulations at the University of Seville changed the very semester I arrived.
Previously, international students were allowed to take English-taught courses, but with the new rules, only
Spanish students could enroll in them. This meant that all international students had to take courses in Spanish.
This was a major issue for me, as my learning agreement included subjects like Macroeconomics and
International Economics, and while I had chosen to take three subjects in Spanish, I had planned on taking others
in English. At first, I was only accepted into Macroeconomia and Marketing de Servicios, which was far from
enough to validate my semester abroad.

For two weeks, I fought hard to secure spots in additional courses. Since International Economics in English was
no longer an option, I focused on getting into Macroeconomics in English, which I eventually managed thanks to
a very supportive professor. My strategy involved attending English- taught classes daily until professors agreed
to take me. I also visited the dean’s office almost every day, trying to persuade them to make an exception. Most
international students ended up taking their courses in Spanish because they had no choice, but I refused to
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accept that limitation. Eventually, after persistent efforts, I was able to enroll in Macroeconomics (English),
Corporate Finance (English), Marketing Industrial (Spanish), and Marketing de Servicios (Spanish).

The situation was frustrating not just for me, but for many other students as well. Several of us considered giving
up due to the immense stress. Communication between the international offices at FAU and the University of
Seville was completely uncoordinated. At FAU, we had been told that an A2 or B1 Spanish level was sufficient,
but in reality, taking courses in Spanish required at least a B2 level. This left many of us struggling, as we were
forced into Spanish-taught courses despite not having the necessary language skills. Every time we reached out
for help, the international offices simply redirected us to each other—FAU told us to speak with Seville, and
Seville told us to speak with FAU. In the end, we had to solve everything on our own, with little to no
institutional support.

7. AusstattungderGasteinrichtung(Bibliothek,Computerraume,Laboratorien,Unterrichts- und
Arbeitsraume etc.)

There was a work room and a library at the Faculty, but for me it was too small, so i would basically go to a
coffee shop(the best one to study to is Syra at the Letoh Hotel). There is where most international students would
go study. Is a very cozy a quiet place, with some nice jazz music in the background.

8. AlltagundFreizeit(Sehenswertes,Kulinarisches,Geldabheben,Handy,Jobs)

Seville is an amazing city with so much to offer. If you’re visiting, here are some of the must-see spots:

The Alcéazar of Seville
This stunning royal palace is a mix of different architectural styles, from Moorish to Gothic. The gardens and
intricate rooms are beautiful, and it's a great spot to take in Seville's history.

ill hedral and Giralda Tower
The world’s largest Gothic cathedral is a must-visit. You can also climb the Giralda Tower for incredible views
of the city.

Plaza de Espafia

A huge semicircular plaza surrounded by a canal, it's one of Seville's most iconic spots. It's great for photos and
a perfect place to relax or enjoy a boat ride.

Parque de Maria Luisa
This beautiful park is next to Plaza de Espafia. It's perfect for a peaceful stroll with its lovely gardens and

fountains.
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Torre del Oro
A historic tower on the riverbanks that used to protect Seville. It’s now a maritime museum and offers great
views of the river.

Triana
This charming neighborhood across the river is perfect for exploring local culture. It’s known for flamenco,
ceramics, and beautiful views of the river.

Metropol Parasol (Las Setas)

A modern architectural structure in the city center that offers great views from the top. It's also home to a market
and a museum.

Casa de Pilatos
A beautiful mansion with a mix of Spanish and Italian styles. It's not as well-known but offers a quieter, more
intimate experience.

Flamenco Shows
No visit to Seville is complete without seeing some flamenco. There are plenty of places around the city where
you can enjoy live performances.

The Guadalquivir River
Take a walk or boat ride along the river for stunning views of the city. It’s a relaxing way to experience Seville,

especially at sunset.

When it comes to mobile number, I kept the German phone number and I did not have any problems. To
withdraw money was a bit tricky since you had to pay fees. so make sure you have cash with you, when you go
to Seville.

9. Finanzielles(Lebenshaltungskosten,Stipendien,finanzielleUnterstiitzungderGasteinrichtung)

To be honest, living in Seville was pretty cheap, especially compared to Germany. Food, transportation, and
daily expenses were all very affordable. In fact, eating out at restaurants was sometimes even cheaper than
cooking at home, which made it very convenient.

The Erasmus grant was enough to cover my expenses, but the main issue was that the money arrived late for
some students. This was a challenge for those who needed financial support right away. However, aside from
that, the overall cost of living in Seville was very reasonable, making it a great option for students on a budget.
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10.Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

Studying abroad in Seville was the best decision of my life and truly the most incredible experience I've ever
had. I made unforgettable memories, met amazing people from all over the world, and learned so much about
different cultures. The friendships I built and the experiences I had made this semester abroad something I will
always cherish.

One of the best things about Seville is that it is surrounded by many beautiful cities that are easy and cheap to
visit. In just one hour, you can be in Cadiz at the beach, or take a quick trip to Cérdoba or Granada for a weekend
getaway. The city itself is breathtaking—the architecture, the culture, and the atmosphere make it a truly special
place. Additionally, cheap flights from Seville to destinations like Tenerife or Ibiza make it even easier to
explore Spain and beyond.

The weather was also incredible. Even in December, temperatures were around 18-20°C, which made exploring
the city so much more enjoyable. The people in Seville are extremely warm, friendly, and welcoming—it’s easy
to strike up a conversation with locals, and they are always happy to help.

One of the most magical aspects of Seville is its deep connection to flamenco. No matter where you go, you will
hear the sound of flamenco music and see people dancing. At Plaza de Espaiia, you can watch flamenco
performances almost every day, and in the evenings, you might walk into a bar and see locals spontaneously
singing and playing music after work. The city is alive with culture, and it feels like every street has a story to
tell.

The nightlife in Seville was also incredible! It’s different from Germany in many ways—supermarkets are open
until 11 PM, and there’s a lively social scene at night. It’s very common to go out late, and the city feels safe at
all hours. As a woman, I felt extremely safe, whether I was walking around at 3 AM or just exploring the streets.
The nightlife has a very relaxed vibe, with people out at bars or clubs, enjoying the night without feeling rushed
or unsafe.

One of my favorite places was the river near Triana, where people would sit, have picnics, and enjoy the
beautiful surroundings. There are also many parks, and landmarks like Las Setas and the city center, where you
can shop and explore. But more than anything, it's the energy and atmosphere of Seville that make it such an
unforgettable place.

This experience also opened my perspective on living and working abroad. I learned so much, not just
academically, but also personally. Seville has a special place in my heart, and I truly hope to visit again someday.
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11.Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

https://www.us.es/sites/default/files/internacional/factsheet-US.pdf Phone numbers to contact international office
in Sevilla for any problem.

12.Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Fiir diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderférderung

erhalten haben: Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie lhren Aufenthalt in dieser Hinsicht erlebt
haben.

The Top Up truly helped me, I don't think I would afford it either way. It is true that Sevilla is cheap, but the
accomodation was truly expensive since the housing agency was inconvenient.



