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Erfahrungsbericht liber einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen
eines
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Spanien
Gastinstitution: Universidad de Malaga

1.

Fiir welches Austausch- oder Férderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen

Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Ubersee)

Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)

The preparation of the semester abroad happened quite smoothly as the program is well organized by
FAU/Mobility and the platform Algoria at the Universidad de Malaga. In Algoria we got all the steps we

needed to organize before arriving like choosing courses. So it was quite structured before the official

beginning of the stay. You only have to keep in mind that it will take some time for the different steps to
start as they need to end their semester first before publishing information on the new semester. So it

took some time after applying to the university to get in and also until you could choose the courses.

An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)

The arrival was very easy. | took the Ryanair flight from Nuremberg to Malaga as it was quite cheap
and was a direct flight. At the airport in | met up with some other students and we took an Uber into the
city, but it is also really easy to take the train or the bus.

One tip | received afterwards was that if you apply to ESN and get a membership card you will get a
discount on 4 Ryanair flights and also a free 20kg luggage for all 4 flights. | got the card in Malaga as it
is a really good deal. So | would recommend applying and getting the card before going to Malaga if

you plan on going with Ryanair.

Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)

For accommodation | started looking as soon as | got the naotification that | could go to Malaga. | first
started looking on idealista and wrote for some flats there but | never got a good feeling there and no
fotos so | looked again. | found my shared flat over the website housinganywhere as you have a bit
more security there. | was in a flat with 6 other Erasmus students in the city center and it was fine for
the time. Just be aware that usually the flats don’t have ACs or heating, so it got quite cold in
December and January.

The costs are usually around 500 € per month depending on the size of the room.

Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsin-

halte und -aufgaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Priifungen, Abschlussarbeit)
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The professional stay at the university started out good but was a bit chaotic over the semester. The
lecture style and exams are completely different to the German system. In Spain the university courses
usually have attendance, and this also is taken into the final grade. There is also the continuous
evaluation for which in some courses you have to present every two weeks small presentations, hand
in tasks or actively participate in the classes. Also, some of my courses had mid-terms while the
semester was going on as well as final exams in the end.

| took the courses Fundamentals of Business Administration, Marketing Fundamentals, Marketing in
Specialist Areas and Accounting 2. All of them were in English but be aware that you really have to be
there at the time you can choose the courses before starting your stay because even 30 mins late the
English courses are already full.

For Fundamentals of Business Administration, it is quite easy to gain the participation which makes out
10% of the grade. Then you have 2 Multiple Choice mid-terms in the semester and a final exam with
practice cases to solve. | would recommend as the professor is quite nice. The Marketing
fundamentals course is quite easy, but you have to present 5 min presentations every two weeks in
small groups and have regular tasks to hand in. The end exam was single choice with 2 open
questions. The marketing specialist areas | wouldn’t recommend as it is quite a lot of work. Three
presentations in groups, an individual case study, a collective case study, some tasks and the final
exam then is only single choice and quite easy. So be aware that it is quite a lot to do in the semester.
Accounting 2 | would only recommend if you like accounting and already had an accounting course
before. Here you have a mid-term and a final exam where you have to mainly make accounting

entries. So, all in all be aware that in Spain it is way more work in the semester than in Germany.

Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikums-

betreuung

| would say it was quite organized and there were some events to get to know the other Erasmus
students. You could reach them quite easily and the brochures they have were helpful. The only thing
that you have to watch out for is that the international office is at the campus outside of the city and not
in the city center like the business faculty.

Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerraume, Laboratorien, Unter-

richts- und Arbeitsraume etc.)

The classrooms are quite nice and big at the business faculty and there are some computer rooms
which worked just fine for the mid-terms. | didn’t use the university and other faculties so | can’t say
anything about them.

Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)
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Méalaga is a beautiful city with many things to do and see. My recommendations would be to hike
Monte Victora or walk to the beaches for the sunsets. Go to the Alcazaba on the free times to have a
view over Malaga. And the easiest way to explore is by just walking all the small streets of the city and
looking at all the houses. Walks are nice along the beaches and the port. There are many Erasmus
organizations where you can meet other students in a very relaxed atmosphere so | would definitely go
there especially in the beginning of the semester. Try out tapas for sure but also all the other good
restaurants like for example the pizza place Gusto. For cafes | would recommend Ana la Fantastica,
Mala leche and Dulce Dreams as they have good coffee and nice places to sit in the sun. | kept my
regular phone contract as it works for the EU. | only withdrew money once and was charged a fee for
withdrawing but you can pay everywhere with card so you don’t need cash often.

Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstiitzung der Ga-

steinrichtung)

The living costs in Malaga are more inexpensive than in Nuremberg. From most of the groceries to
drinks, food and cafes you usually pay less than in Germany. As mentioned above the living costs are
around 500€ to the Erasmus support without the top up is in my opinion not enough to get through. But
if you save up a bit before it is easy to do it. Public transport is very inexpensive so | would recommend

the busses and metro.

10. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

There are 2 sides | have for the semester in Malaga. On the one hand | loved the weather, the people
and the life here. Especially in the winter semester it is so good to have warmer temperatures and
warm weather. Also travelling to close cities in Andalusia is easy and | enjoyed that a lot. Another high
is running the half marathon in December there. But on the other side | didn’t like the Spanish
University system as it feels like school and there is little space to organize yourself. Also the classes
often are very long and late which | also didn't like.

11.Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

https://www.uma.es

https://www.uma.es/international-hub

12. Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Fiir diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderférderung

erhalten haben: Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie lhren Aufenthalt in dieser Hin-

sicht erlebt haben.



