
Erfahrungsbericht über einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen eines 
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Frankreich
Gastinstitution: Université de Strasbourg

1. Für welches Austausch- oder Förderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Übersee)

2. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)

I started preparing for my Erasmus application in November 2022. However, there were some 

complications with my English language proof, I missed the first application deadline in December 

and was able to apply only for remaining slots in the 2nd application round in March 2023. I chose 

France because I know the language and always love the French culture. I expected that by studying 

in France, I can improve my French language skills and explore the country's culture and history to a 

more in-depth extend. Strasbourg is a city with UNESCO heritage and one of the headquarters of the 

European Parliament, so I was convinced that there would be a lot of interesting things to see and do 

here. I chose EM Strasbourg, because the university is somewhat suitable for my study major at the 

FAU. The whole application took some months. In June, we could apply for accommodation at the 

partner university. In August, we could start choosing courses and signing up for them. In the 

meantime, I needed to apply for my French long-stay visa at the French consulate in Frankfurt, 

because my Erasmus stay would be longer than 3 months. After that, I was ready to depart for 

Strasbourg in early September.

3. An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)

I came to Strasbourg by taking Flixbus from Nuremberg. Fortunately, there is a direct Flixbus 

between both cities, which takes around 5 hours and a half. It's very convenient, since I had a lot of 

luggage with me. On the way back from Strasbourg to Nuremberg, I shared the car with a friend who 

was also the driver. By car, it takes only 3 hours if there is no disruptions on the highway

4. Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)

I lived in a student flat organised by the French student association named Crous. It has a modest 

quality with affordable rent of 190 Euros per month. We shared the kitchen, bathrooms and toilets 

with the other floormates. The secretary is helpful and can speak English fluently. There is daily 

cleaning service from Monday to Friday, however, it's the tenants living there that are responsible 

for the cleanliness and tidiness of the common areas.

5. Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsinhalte und -auf-

gaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Prüfungen, Abschlussarbeit)



All the courses are really interesting and have strong focus on the field of marketing. Course content is 

interesting and not so difficult, however the workload is huge during the semester. Because we had to 

constantly complete our assignments, one at a time. The final exam usually only accounts for 30-40% 

of the final evaluation. The professors are really supportive and flexible, and they were willing to help 

us through our group assignments. I also attended a French language course in the winter semester 

2023, and it was an amazing course with different teaching method from any French course I did. The 

language class has focus on discussion and French cultural learning, which made it really fascinating. 

The final exams were sometimes online and sometimes on-site. In the latter option, we may do our 

exams on the paper or on the tablet provided by the university. Most courses have 3 hours of lecture 

every week, except those intensive courses which could have lecture every single day for the duration 

of few weeks.

6. Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikumsbetreuung

International Office is very helpful and communicated well the information that we need to be 

provided with. We received warm welcome from the International Office at EM Strasbourg. We were 

given a great welcome event, a university tour, a Christmas market's tour, and a farewell event.

7. Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerräume, Laboratorien, Unterrichts- und Ar-

beitsräume etc.)

The university libraries in the city are well-equipped and have great infrastructure. They're quite 

spacious, so no one has to worry about getting a seat during the exam period. The libraries are also 

opened on Sunday but will be closed earlier than on weekdays. The usual closing time is 10pm. 

Inside the EM Strasbourg Business School, students can print out few hundreds of pages per semester 

for free from the university printers. In classroom, the facilities are adequately good, but there is a 

lack of electric plugs everywhere.

8. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)

The city has a lot of cultural and historical landmarks which are famous for tourists, such as the 

Notre Dame cathedral, the old town of La Petite France, the park of Orangerie, ... The Christmas 

market has been the highlight of Strasbourg, which helps the city earn its nickname as the capital of 

Christmas in France. The traditional cuisine is typified by meat-heavy dishes and shares a lot of 

similarities with German cuisine, such as spaeztles, choucroute (sauerkraut), and taste flambé 

(flammkuchen). I didn't have a job in France, so I cannot share any experience or advice on this 

matter.

9. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstützung der Gasteinrichtung)



The rent really depends on the type of accommodation. Mine is the cheapest student dormitory in 

Strasbourg, for which I have to pay a monthly rent of 190 Euros. The living costs are higher than 

those in Germany, therefore some students often go to Lidl in the German neighbouring city of Kehl 

to have cheaper grocery. French government also has different programs to support students 

financially. For example, you can apply for discount on public transport ticket and meals at 

university canteens. Once you get the discount, you only have to pay 3 Euros for the monthly public 

transport ticket and 1 Euro for the university meal. The usual university meal costs 3,30 Euros and 

the canteens are opened for both lunch and dinner. French government also help pay part of the 

rent for students through a program called CAF. You need to prepare your birth certificate translated 

into either French or English to be able to apply for CAF.

10. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

- Best experience: We travelled with other fellow Erasmus students to explore different parts of 

France like Cote d'Azur and Alsatian wine route.- Worst experience: I had an accident on the bus in 

Strasbourg back in September last year. In generally, French bus drivers are quite reckless. If you're 

a city biker, you really need to watch out. However, I got a lot of help from young locals and was 

treated well in the hospital.

11. Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

Contact person: International Relations Office - Address: EM Strasbourg Business School. Office B109, 

Building B, first floor. 61 Avenue de la Forêt-Noire, 67085 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France. Open from 

Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.- Email: sri-incoming@em-

strasbourg.euhttps://www.em-strasbourg.com/en/student/university-exchanges/exchanges-

programs-for-incoming-students

12. Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Für diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderförderung erhalten haben: 

Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie Ihren Aufenthalt in dieser Hinsicht erlebt haben.


