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Erfahrungsbericht iiber einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen eines
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Vereinigtes Konigreich
Gastinstitution: University of Hull
1. Fiir welches Austausch- oder Forderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Ubersee)

2. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)
Embarking on my Erasmus exchange program in Europe was a journey that required thorough
preparation, meticulous planning, and seamless organization from start to finish.My preparation
began with extensive research into available Erasmus opportunities offered through my university. |
scoured through the list of partner institutions, considering factors such as academic offerings,
cultural experiences, and language requirements. After careful consideration, | narrowed down my
choices to institutions that aligned closely with my academic interests and personal
preferences.Once | had identified potential host institutions, | reached out to the Erasmus
coordinator at my university to understand the application process in detail. Armed with this
information, | gathered all the necessary documents, including transcripts, letters of
recommendation, and a compelling statement of purpose that highlighted my motivation for
participating in the exchange program.With my documents in hand, | meticulously filled out the
application form, ensuring that every detail was accurate and complete. | paid close attention to
deadlines, making sure to submit my application well ahead of schedule to avoid any last-minute
complications.Throughout the application process, | maintained open lines of communication with
both my university's Erasmus coordinator and the international office at the host institution. Any
questions or concerns | had were promptly addressed, allowing me to navigate the process with
confidence and ease.As the application deadline approached, | focused on organizing the logistical
aspects of my exchange. | secured necessary visas and permits, arranged for health insurance
coverage, and made arrangements for accommodation in the host country. Each step was approached
with careful consideration, ensuring that | was fully prepared for my time abroad.In the weeks
leading up to my departure, | immersed myself in preparations for the academic aspect of the
exchange. | researched the curriculum at the host institution, familiarizing myself with course
offerings and requirements. | also took steps to brush up on my language skills, knowing that
effective communication would be essential to my success abroad.Overall, the preparation for my
Erasmus exchange in Europe was a comprehensive and rewarding process. Through careful planning,
organization, and attention to detail, | laid the groundwork for an unforgettable experience that

would broaden my horizons and shape my academic and personal growth in profound ways.

3. An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)
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Arriving in the United Kingdom for my Erasmus exchange was a thrilling adventure filled with
anticipation and careful planning. From obtaining my visa to navigating transportation options,
every step was meticulously coordinated to ensure a smooth entry into the country.Securing my visa
was the first task on my checklist. With thorough preparation and attention to detail, | gathered all
the necessary documents, including my letter of acceptance from both my home and host
institutions, proof of financial means, and comprehensive health insurance coverage. After
submitting my application and eagerly awaiting its approval, receiving my visa was a moment of
immense relief and excitement, knowing it was the gateway to my academic journey in the UK.On
the day of my departure, | embarked on my journey to the United Kingdom. Opting for a direct
flight to my destination city, | ensured that all my travel arrangements were carefully organized well
in advance. With my luggage packed and documents securely tucked away, | made my way to the
airport, brimming with anticipation for the experiences that awaited me across the Atlantic.As the
plane touched down on British soil, | felt a surge of excitement and wonder at the new chapter
unfolding before me. Navigating through immigration was a smooth process, with my visa and
supporting documents readily available for inspection. Stepping out of the airport, | was greeted by
the crisp British air and the hustle and bustle of the bustling city, signaling the beginning of my
Erasmus adventure.From the airport, | opted for convenient and reliable bus transportation to reach
my host institution. As | gazed out the window, taking in the sights and sounds of my new
surroundings, | couldn't help but feel a sense of awe and gratitude for the opportunity to study and
immerse myself in the vibrant culture of the United Kingdom.Arriving at my destination, | was
warmly welcomed by staff and fellow students who helped me settle into my new home away from
home. With my visa formalities complete and my journey to the UK safely behind me, | was ready to
embrace the enriching experiences and academic opportunities that awaited me during my Erasmus

exchange in this culturally diverse and dynamic country.

4, Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)
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Upon arriving in the United Kingdom for my Erasmus exchange, one of the first priorities was settling
into my accommodation. Fortunately, my host institution had arranged a dormitory room for me,
which provided a convenient and immersive living experience during my time abroad.As | made my
way to the dormitory, | felt a mix of excitement and nervousness, eager to see where | would be
living for the duration of my exchange. Upon arrival, | was greeted by the friendly staff who guided
me through the check-in process and provided me with all the necessary information about my new
home.Stepping into my dormitory room for the first time, | was pleasantly surprised by its cozy and
welcoming atmosphere. The room was equipped with all the essentials, including a comfortable
bed, study desk, storage space, and a private bathroom. It was a relief to know that | would have
everything | needed to make myself at home during my stay.The dormitory itself was a vibrant and
diverse community, with students from various backgrounds and cultures coming together under one
roof. | quickly bonded with my dorm mates, sharing stories, experiences, and even meals together.
It was a wonderful opportunity to make new friends and immerse myself in the multicultural
environment of the United Kingdom.Living in the dormitory also offered a host of amenities and
facilities that made my stay more comfortable and enjoyable. From communal lounges and kitchens
to laundry rooms and study areas, everything was conveniently located within the building, allowing
me to balance my academic and social life seamlessly.Overall, my experience living in the dormitory
during my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom was incredibly positive. It provided me with a
supportive and inclusive community, essential resources and amenities, and a comfortable living
space where | could focus on my studies and make lifelong memories with new friends from around

the world.

5. Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsinhalte und -auf-

gaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Priifungen, Abschlussarbeit)
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During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, my professional stay at the host institution was
an exhilarating journey filled with academic challenges and enriching experiences.The courses offered
at the host institution were diverse and engaging, covering a wide range of subjects relevant to my
field of study. From literature and history to economics and politics, | had the opportunity to delve deep
into areas that piqued my interest and expand my knowledge beyond what | had previously explored.
Each course was thoughtfully designed to foster critical thinking, analytical skills, and interdisciplinary
perspectives.Navigating the timetable was initially a bit daunting, as | adjusted to the structure and
pace of academic life in the UK. However, with careful planning and organization, | soon found my
stride and managed to balance my coursework effectively. | made sure to attend all lectures, seminars,
and tutorials, taking advantage of every opportunity to engage with professors and fellow students and
deepen my understanding of the course material. Assignments played a significant role in my
professional stay, providing opportunities to apply theoretical concepts to real-world scenarios and
demonstrate my learning. Whether it was writing essays, conducting research projects, or participating
in group presentations, each assignment challenged me to think critically, communicate effectively, and
work collaboratively with my peers. The feedback received from professors was invaluable in guiding
my academic progress and refining my skills.Overall, my professional stay at the host institution in the
United Kingdom was a rewarding and transformative experience. The courses and assignments
pushed me to expand my intellectual horizons and develop new perspectives, while the timetable
provided a structured framework for academic growth and personal development. | am grateful for the
opportunity to have been part of such a vibrant and intellectually stimulating academic community, and

| will cherish the memories and lessons learned from my Erasmus exchange for years to come.

6. Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikumsbetreuung



Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat E
Erlangen-Nurnberg L

/aa\\

During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, the supervision and support | received from
both the International Office and the department at the host institution were instrumental in
ensuring a smooth and enriching experience.From the moment | arrived, the International Office
welcomed me with open arms, providing valuable guidance and assistance every step of the way.
They helped me navigate the administrative procedures, such as registering with the university,
obtaining my student ID card, and accessing essential resources on campus. Whether | had questions
about accommodation, visa extensions, or cultural adjustments, the International Office staff were
always there to offer support and advice, ensuring that | felt comfortable and supported throughout
my time in the UK.In addition to the support from the International Office, the department at the
host institution also played a crucial role in my academic journey. From the outset, | was assigned a
dedicated academic advisor who provided guidance on course selection, academic requirements,
and research opportunities. They helped me tailor my academic program to align with my interests
and goals, ensuring that | made the most of my time at the host institution.Furthermore, the
professors and lecturers within my department were incredibly supportive and approachable. They
welcomed me into their classrooms and academic discussions, encouraging active participation and
intellectual curiosity. Whether | needed clarification on course material, guidance on assighments,
or advice on future career paths, they were always willing to lend a helping hand and share their
expertise.Overall, the supervision and support | received at the host institution in the United
Kingdom were exemplary. Thanks to the guidance of the International Office and the department, |
felt well-equipped to navigate the challenges of studying abroad and make the most of the
incredible opportunities available to me. Their dedication to my academic and personal success
made my Erasmus exchange a truly unforgettable experience, and | am grateful for their unwavering

support throughout my time in the UK.

7. Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerraume, Laboratorien, Unterrichts- und Ar-

beitsraume etc.)
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During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, | was impressed by the exceptional facilities
and resources available at the host institution. From state-of-the-art libraries to modern computer
rooms and well-equipped classrooms and workrooms, the institution provided everything | needed to
support my academic endeavors and foster a conducive learning environment.The library was a
haven for research and study, boasting an extensive collection of books, journals, and electronic
resources covering a wide range of subjects. Whether | needed to delve into scholarly articles for
my assignments or find reference materials for my projects, the library had an abundance of
resources readily accessible both in print and online. The library staff were also incredibly helpful,
offering assistance with research inquiries, interlibrary loans, and navigating academic databases.In
addition to the library, the host institution offered modern computer rooms equipped with high-
speed internet access and a range of software programs to support academic coursework and
research activities. These computer facilities provided a quiet and dedicated space for me to work
on assignments, collaborate with classmates, and access online resources essential to my
studies.The classrooms and workrooms were also well-designed and furnished, providing a
comfortable and collaborative learning environment. Equipped with audiovisual technology and
interactive whiteboards, the classrooms facilitated engaging and interactive lectures, seminars, and
workshops. The workrooms, on the other hand, offered a quiet and focused space for group
discussions, project work, and independent study.Furthermore, the institution had additional
amenities such as study lounges, seminar rooms, and meeting spaces, which provided flexible spaces
for academic and extracurricular activities. Whether | needed to meet with professors for office
hours, collaborate with classmates on group projects, or participate in student organization
meetings, these spaces offered versatile settings conducive to productivity and
collaboration.Overall, the equipment and facilities at the host institution in the United Kingdom
were top-notch, providing me with the tools and resources needed to succeed academically and
make the most of my Erasmus exchange experience. The institution's commitment to providing a
supportive and enriching learning environment greatly enhanced my academic journey and

contributed to my personal and professional growth during my time in the UK.

8. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)
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During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, everyday life was a vibrant tapestry of new
experiences, cultural immersion, and memorable adventures. From exploring iconic sights to
indulging in the diverse culinary delights, each day brought new opportunities for discovery and
enjoyment.One of the highlights of my everyday life in the UK was exploring the rich cultural
heritage and iconic landmarks that dotted the landscape. Whether it was wandering through the
historic streets of London, marveling at the grandeur of Edinburgh Castle, or soaking in the
breathtaking beauty of the Lake District, there was no shortage of sights to see and places to
explore. Each excursion was an opportunity to immerse myself in the rich history and vibrant culture
of the United Kingdom, creating lasting memories that | will cherish for years to come.Culinary
exploration was also a delightful aspect of everyday life during my Erasmus exchange. From
traditional British fare like fish and chips and Sunday roast to international cuisines from around the
world, the UK offered a diverse array of culinary delights to satisfy every palate. Whether | was
indulging in a hearty pub meal with friends, sampling street food at a bustling market, or treating
myself to a fine dining experience, there was always something delicious to discover and enjoy.In
addition to sightseeing and culinary exploration, leisure time was spent engaging in a variety of
activities and pursuits. Whether it was attending cultural events and festivals, exploring local parks
and green spaces, or participating in sports and outdoor adventures, there was no shortage of
leisure options to suit every interest and preference. These leisure activities provided valuable
opportunities to unwind, socialize, and connect with the local community, enriching my overall
experience and fostering a sense of belonging during my time in the UK.Overall, everyday life during
my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom was a vibrant and enriching experience filled with
cultural immersion, culinary delights, and leisure pursuits. From exploring iconic sights to indulging
in delicious cuisine, each day was an adventure filled with new discoveries and unforgettable
moments, shaping my Erasmus experience into a truly memorable journey of personal and academic

growth.

9. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstiitzung der Gasteinrichtung)
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During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, managing financial expenses was a crucial
aspect of my experience, requiring careful planning and budgeting to ensure a comfortable and
enjoyable stay.Living expenses in the UK varied depending on factors such as location,
accommodation choices, and personal preferences. While major cities like London tended to have
higher living costs, | found that there were ways to minimize expenses by opting for more affordable
housing options, cooking meals at home, and taking advantage of student discounts and
deals.Budgeting became a daily habit as | tracked my expenditures and prioritized essential
expenses such as rent, groceries, transportation, and utilities. | also set aside funds for leisure
activities, travel, and unexpected expenses, ensuring that | had a financial safety net to fall back on
if needed.In addition to managing day-to-day expenses, | explored opportunities for financial
support through scholarships and grants. The Erasmus+ program offered scholarships to eligible
students participating in exchange programs, providing valuable financial assistance to offset the
costs of living and studying abroad. | also researched other scholarship opportunities offered by the
host institution, government agencies, and private organizations, leveraging these resources to
alleviate financial burdens and make the most of my Erasmus experience.Despite the challenges of
managing financial expenses, | found that careful planning and resourcefulness allowed me to
navigate the financial aspects of my Erasmus exchange successfully. By prioritizing needs, seeking
out cost-saving strategies, and leveraging available scholarship opportunities, | was able to enjoy a
fulfilling and enriching experience in the UK without compromising my financial stability. Overall,
my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom taught me valuable lessons in financial responsibility
and resource management, skills that | continue to apply in both my personal and academic

endeavors.

10. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)
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Reflecting on my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, | am filled with a whirlwind of emotions,
ranging from sheer joy and exhilaration to moments of challenge and adversity. As | bid farewell to
this transformative chapter of my life, | am grateful for the myriad experiences that have shaped
me into the person | am today.Among the countless experiences I've had during my time in the UK,
there are two that stand out as the most memorable - my best and worst experiences.The best
experience undoubtedly revolves around the friendships | formed and the connections | forged with
people from all walks of life. From late-night study sessions to spontaneous adventures exploring the
city, the bonds I've made with fellow students and locals alike have been the highlight of my
Erasmus journey. These friendships have transcended cultural boundaries and enriched my life in
ways | never imagined possible. They have taught me the value of empathy, understanding, and
shared experiences, leaving an indelible mark on my heart that | will carry with me for a lifetime.On
the flip side, the worst experience was undoubtedly the initial struggle of adjusting to life in a new
country. From navigating the complexities of public transportation to overcoming homesickness and
culture shock, there were moments when | felt overwhelmed and out of place. However, with
perseverance and resilience, | gradually found my footing and embraced the challenges as
opportunities for growth and self-discovery. Each obstacle | faced served as a valuable lesson,
teaching me to adapt, persevere, and find strength in adversity.As | reflect on my Erasmus exchange
in the United Kingdom, | am filled with a profound sense of gratitude for the myriad experiences,
lessons, and friendships that have shaped my journey. While there were undoubtedly highs and lows
along the way, each moment has contributed to a richer, more vibrant tapestry of experiences that
have forever changed me. As | embark on the next chapter of my life, | carry with me the cherished
memories and invaluable lessons learned during my time in the UK, forever grateful for the

opportunity to have embarked on this extraordinary adventure.

11. Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links
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During my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, building and maintaining important contacts
was essential for a successful and enriching experience. Whether it was connecting with fellow
students, reaching out to professors and mentors, or accessing valuable resources and support
services, these contacts and links played a crucial role in shaping my journey.One of the most
important contacts | established was with the International Office at my host institution. The
International Office served as a central hub for information and support, offering guidance on
administrative procedures, visa requirements, and academic resources. They were invaluable in
providing assistance with any challenges or concerns | encountered during my time in the UK,
ensuring that | felt supported and informed throughout my Erasmus exchange.Additionally, |
cultivated relationships with professors and academic advisors within my department. These
contacts provided valuable guidance and mentorship, offering insights into course selection,
research opportunities, and career pathways. They were instrumental in helping me navigate the
academic landscape and make the most of my time at the host institution.Beyond academic
contacts, | also forged connections with fellow students and peers from diverse backgrounds. These
friendships not only enriched my social experience but also provided valuable support and
camaraderie during challenging times. Whether it was studying together, exploring the city, or
simply sharing meals and conversation, these connections formed the backbone of my Erasmus
community and made my experience in the UK truly memorable.In addition to personal contacts, |
also relied on various online platforms and resources to stay connected and informed. From
university portals and academic databases to social media groups and forums, these digital links
provided access to important information, updates, and community events, helping me stay engaged
and connected with the broader Erasmus network.Overall, the important contacts and links |
established during my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom were instrumental in shaping my
experience and ensuring that | had the support and resources needed to thrive academically,
socially, and personally. These connections formed the backbone of my Erasmus community and left

a lasting impact on my journey in the UK.

12. Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Fiir diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderforderung erhalten ha-

ben: Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie lhren Aufenthalt in dieser Hinsicht erlebt haben.
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As a recipient of special funding for my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom, my experience
was greatly enhanced by the financial support provided. This funding played a crucial role in
alleviating financial burdens and ensuring that | could fully immerse myself in the academic and
cultural opportunities available during my time abroad.The special funding | received helped cover a
variety of expenses, including tuition fees, accommodation costs, travel expenses, and living
expenses. This support provided me with peace of mind and financial stability, allowing me to focus
on my studies and make the most of my Erasmus experience without worrying about financial
constraints.Moreover, the funding allowed me to participate in extracurricular activities, travel to
nearby cities and countries, and explore the rich cultural heritage of the United Kingdom. From
attending academic conferences and cultural events to embarking on weekend excursions and
sightseeing tours, the funding opened up a world of possibilities and enriched my overall
experience.Furthermore, the special funding facilitated networking opportunities and professional
development initiatives, enabling me to connect with scholars, professionals, and organizations
within my field of study. These connections proved invaluable in expanding my academic and
professional network and laying the groundwork for future collaborations and opportunities.Overall,
my experience as a recipient of special funding for my Erasmus exchange in the United Kingdom was
incredibly positive and rewarding. The financial support provided me with the resources and
opportunities needed to fully engage in the academic, cultural, and social aspects of my Erasmus
experience, leaving me with lasting memories and valuable insights that will shape my future

endeavors.



