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Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium

Die Erfahrungsberichte werden von Studierenden verfasst und spiegeln nicht die Meinung
der Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-NiUrnberg wider. Jeder Bericht wird vor der
Veroffentlichung* geprift. Die Universitat behalt sich das Recht zur Kiirzung vor.

Angaben zum Auslandsaufenthalt

Studiengang an der WiSo: | International Business Studies, Bachelor
Gastuniversitat: Universitatea Babes-Bolyai

Gastland: Romania

Studiengang an der
Gastuniversitat:

Aufenthaltszeitraum L
(Semester und Jahr): semester
Dauf der Bericht (Nichtzutreffendes l6schen) JA / NEIN

veroffentlicht werden?*

*Veroffentlichung unter: http://ib.wiso.fau.de/outgo/partneruniversitaeten/

Bei Fragen in Bezug auf den Datenschutz mochten wir Sie auf die Webseite des
Datenschutzbeauftragten der FAU  verweisen  (https://www.fau.de/fau/leitung-und-
gremien/gremien-und-beauftragte/beauftragte/datenschutzbeauftragter/) oder auf deren
Email-Adresse (datenschutzbeauftragter@fau.de)

Schildern Sie Ihre persoénlichen Erfahrungen und Eindriicke von lhrem Auslandsaufenthalt.
Bitte halten Sie sich dabei an eine Regel: Seien Sie fair!

. nur eigene Erfahrungen und Eindriicke beschreiben
. keine Unterstellungen, Spekulationen oder Gertichte
. keine Verallgemeinerungen

. Kritik sachlich, konkret und konstruktiv formulieren

. keine Beleidigungen

Verwendung von Bildern: Falls Sie in lhren Bericht Bilder einfiigen wollen, verwenden Sie
bitte ausschlief3lich Bilder, die Sie selbst fotografiert haben und auf denen keine Personen
abgebildet sind. Aufgrund urheberrechtlicher Bestimmungen mussen wir Bilder, die diesen
Vorgaben nicht entsprechen, aus dem Bericht entfernen.
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Folgende Angaben dienen zu lhrer Orientierung, auf welche Themen Sie im Bericht eingehen kdnnen.
Bitte flllen Sie sich weder verpflichtet, detailliert auf alle genannten Bereiche einzugehen, noch sich
nur auf diese zu beschranken. Schreiben Sie Uber alles, was Ihnen wichtig erscheint und was lhrer
Meinung nach fur Ihre Nachfolger nitzlich sein kdnnte.

Themenbereiche:

1. Bewerbung und Auswahlverfahren an der FAU
This was my third semester abroad in Cluj-Napoca, Romania at the partner university
“Universitatea Babes-Bolyai (UBB)”. This semester I went as a free mover. Hence, I had to

plan it myself with no help for preparation from FAU.

2. Bewerbung / Anmeldung an der Gastuniversitat
First, I made sure that 1 am allowed to study there as a free mover and | asked this at the
international office from FAU. After | received the approval from FAU, | applied directly to
the university and after | sent all the required documents (documents like certificate of
enrollment, transcript of records, 1D photo, application form), | received the acceptance letter
after a short period of time, there was no application interview as it was the case in other
countries. Afterwards, | was contacted by the faculty from which I chose the course and | was
informed about my next steps. | then looked for the timetable on the internet sites. When | had
further questions, all the responsible people from UBB answered those quickly and
professional. One important aspect is that | had to pay the tuition fee (is calculated based on
the credit number of each course/ credit fee) since | was not an Erasmus student. | started the
application process in advance (I was still in my summer term and | applied for the winter

term) to be sure that | can continue my studies here.

3. Vorbereitung auf das Auslandsstudium
First, I made sure that I can find equivalent courses at UBB with those from FAU. Most of the
sites of the faculties from UBB are up-to-date so finding the course descriptions won’t be
difficult. If not, you could ask directly the Professors for a course description. If the course
descriptions are available only in Romanian, some Professors will not always be willing to
send you one in English. This might pose a problem for non-Romanian speakers. However,
the course descriptions from the German line were all in German/English so there were no

problems here. Most of the course descriptions are very detailed, some of them are 4 pages
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long, hence it would be easy to compare the topics with those from FAU. One important
aspect is that you are allowed in the first weeks to change your courses if they are not as
expected. This should be done quick in order to be able to understand the other course’s topics
easy. From my experience, after the first lecture of a course you will get a “big picture” about
how the courses will be and you could decide if you want to continue the course or if you
want to choose another. Furthermore, you should also search for an apartment to rent well in
advance. Most of the sites are of course in Romanian — however searching on those sites is

rather straightforward even for a non-Romanian.

4. Anreise / Visum
Romania is part of the European Union and in this way, students who want to take part in the
mobility experience at UBB will not require a Visa (if their country is in the European
Union). Traveling from Germany to Romania is not difficult at all. There are many plane
tickets every week from Nuernberg to cities like Cluj-Napoca, Bucuresti, Sibiu. These flights
usually take about 2 hours and 20-30 minutes. If the plane lands in Sibiu or Bucuresti, one can
take the train to Cluj. However, | would not recommend the train from Bucuresti to Cluj
because usually (if you don’t take a speed train) it takes a lot of time to arrive. Other German

cities that have direct flights to Romania are Muenchen and Frankfurt.

5. Unterkunftsmoglichkeiten (Wohnheim, privat)
Cluj-Napoca is a rather expensive city in comparison to other cities from Romania. The
average rent for a single apartment with its own kitchen and bathroom was between 500-600
euro. Students have also the option to choose to share an apartment and hence the individual
rent will be lower. Students can find apartments for rent quite easy if they search them at least
2-3 months in advance. Another option would be to stay at the university-
Studentenwohnheim. The university offers a dormitory only for students at fairly low prices
but one should accept the offer quickly so it won’t be given to somebody else. I however, did
not stay at the dorm but I chose to rent a private apartment (500 euro the rent without utilities,
very close to lulius Mall and FSEGA). | would advice you to search for an apartment that is
near the faculty. The city is very crowded and especially in the morning and evening the car
traffic is very high, therefore there are chances that you will not arrive in time for the
lectures/seminars if you don’t live near the faculty. Moreover, if you live close to the faculty,

you can save the time which you would otherwise spend “on the road”. There are also
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apartments for rent in “Viva City” which is a complex of modern apartments (also around 500

euro per month).

6. Fachliche und administrative Betreuung an der Gastuniversitat (International Office,
Fachstudienberater, Buddy-Programme, studentische Initiativen, etc.)
The international office was also heavily involved in organizing events in which the foreign
students could get to know each other. They also formed Whatsapp groups so that we, the
international students, could get in touch quick. There were many activities organized like
parties, dancing nights, hang-outs, trips in the nature. Making friends and getting in touch
with fellow international students and also with local students is very easy.

7. Lehrveranstaltungen / Stundenplan an der Gastuniversitat
Regarding the courses: most of the seminars had usually 2 or 3 timeslots, so you could
integrate it easier in your timetable. At the majority of the courses the presence at the
seminars was compulsory. However, not all Professors demand this to be mandatory. The
physical presence at the lectures was advised for a better understanding of the topics but it
was not compulsory. The courses and seminars were clearly structured, very similar to the
ones that we have at FAU. The teaching techniques are also very similar to the one’s from
FAU. Furthermore, all Professors uploaded their course and seminar materials online on the
platforms. At the course that | took this semester, it was also required to study some materials
which were not uploaded on Teams/Moodle, but which could be easily found on the
university’s online library. Creating an account for the library takes only a few minutes, you
just have to send a small physical photo with you to the library as a jpg via email and then you

will receive in a few minutes the library card with the login number via email.

8. Sprachkurse an der Gastuniversitét (kostenlos, kostenpflichtig)
Regarding language courses, I didn’t take part in one since it wasn’t equivalent with the one’s
from FAU. However, the language courses from UBB are free of cost. | tried to search also
language courses from the Letter faculty but the Professor from FAU didn’t want to recognize
it. So, finding a language course that could be equivalent with one from FAU will be quite
difficult.
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9. Ausstattung der Gastuniversitat (Bibliothek, Computerrdume, etc.)
| was not at the library because | used the online version. One important aspect is that not all
books or articles are available to be downloaded as a PDF (it has something to do with author
rights). This proved sometimes to be an issue for me since | had to search everytime for the
book online on the site and I couldn’t download it on my laptop. The university has also
rooms for self-study and rooms with computers. You need however the approval to use one of
those. The size of the classes depends from faculty to faculty. At FSEGA, the classes were
quite large, the lecture halls similar to ours and with modern equipment. At the Faculty of

Sociology and Social Work the classes were rather small with older equipment and furniture.

10. Freizeitangebote + Stadt (Sehenswirdigkeiten, Feste, Museen, etc.)

The city, in my opinion, is similar to western European cities, with many museums and
historic sites. On weekend, you could go on trips in the nature around the city. If you like
hiking, you could go on the hills near Cluj or in Hoia Baciu forest (which is known for being
one of the most “haunted” forests in the world). Cheile Turzii and Salina Turzii are only 45
minutes away from Cluj (by car) and those are also worth visiting. The city has from time to
time, especially in the summer, many street shows (in Iulius Mall’s park for example) which
are enjoyable. Cluj also hosts one of the biggest festivals from Romania (also from Europe):
the Untold festival. It usually takes place in August so if you arrive quicker / leave later
Romania, it is worth attending it. Some of the international artists who perform at the festival
are: Afrojack, Armin van Buuren, Martin Garrix, Alan Walker, Steve Aoki, Lost
Frenquencies, Marshmello.

11. Alltag (Geld-Abheben, Handy, Jobben) + Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten,
Stipendien)

Cluj is also a quite expensive city, paying for a Bolt for example would be expensive.
However, the city has a very good public transport network so it would be easy to travel
through the city this way. Eating at restaurants is also expensive in Cluj. However, the city
has supermarkets like Lidl, Kaufland, Auchan and the prices for food are not very high
(example: around 30 lei ~ 6 euro for 1kg of chicken breast). If you want to eat at a restaurant,
I would recommend Marty City from lulius Mall or Rod Restaurant — having high quality
food and a fancy atmosphere. Moreover, the city also offers the chance for a professional

development. Having a Bachelor degree does not guarantee a future well-paid job. One must
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also have some professional experience. Cluj-Napoca is well-known in Romania for having a
lot of international companies (many of them being in the IT field, NTT Data, Bosch,
Microsoft, IBM, Siemens, Accenture). Finding a job here in Cluj would not be difficult and
could enhance one’s professional career. Regarding financial support: I was not aware of any
such support given by the host-university or by FAU (if you go there as a free mover).
Furthermore, usually everyone in Cluj pays by card. ATM’s are available in many parts of the
city. You should however have some Lei (Romanian currency) with you from time to time
especially if you go at a restaurant and you need to leave a tip (which in Romania is usually

10 percent out of the whole consumption). One euro is about 5 lei.

12. Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

anna.fejer@ubbcluj.ro

ioana.florea@ubbcluj.ro

ilona.dranca@ubbcluj.ro

https://econ.ubbcluj.ro/international/

https://econ.ubbcluj.ro/programe/um/curriculum.php
https://econ.ubbcluj.ro/n3.php?id_s=219
https://econ.ubbcluj.ro/profesori/raport_fdpa_studenti.php?anu=2023-
2024&idsp=75&nivel=Licenta&tip=pa

https://www.imobiliare.ro/inchirieri-apartamente/cluj-napoca

https://www.olx.ro/imobiliare/apartamente-garsoniere-de-inchiriat/cluj-napoca/

https://homezz.ro/anunturi apartamente de-inchiriat in-cluj-napoca-cj.html

https://lajumate.ro/anunturi apartamente-de-inchiriat in-cluj-napoca-cj.html

13. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)
To conclude, the Professors from the courses that | took in all my semesters in Cluj were very
open-minded and very helpful towards international students. Very friendly and willing to
help anytime! Some of the best experiences were: knowing new people and making long
lasting friendships; living in that city since it is very beautiful and full of life; having the
opportunity to develop myself in many areas. | strongly encourage you to choose UBB from
Cluj-Napoca, Romania as the university for your semester abroad! If you want to choose
some courses from FSEGA from the German line or from FSPAC, | am available via email or

phone to answer you all your questions!
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Ovidiu Popescu, ovidiu.popescu@fau.de International Business Studies, Bachelor

Vielen Dank fir Ihre Unterstltzung!
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