Experience report for erasmus semester abroad

After | got accepted by the university in Cuenca, Spain | had started to plan my trip. | never
heard before something from Cuenca so | watched some photos in the internet. The
application at the University was good, sometimes | had problems, but the people in the ORI
(international office) helped me all the time | had questions. They were all really kind and
helpful. In Spain generally university is soo strict as in Germany when it comes to times,
schedules and dead lines. Even though | heart from people that they had more stricter
deadlines then me, it depends on the professor in the end.

Cuenca is good reachable. | personally came with the train from Germany, because | wanted
to try the Interraill ticket, which took me 1.5 full days of travelling (with one night sleep in
Barcelona). When you want to come faster, look for flights from Germany to Madrid or
Valencia. From Madrid or Valencia the high speed train needs 1 hour to Cuenca. When you
arrive at the high speed train station (Fernando Zobel) you need a Bus to take you to Cuenca
(just cash accepted, no cards!) The train station in the city is not operated by high speed
trains.

Book the train ticket in advance, otherwise it can get bit expensive for the trains. From
Madrid are going cheaper buses to cuenca, but they need 2-2.5 hours.

When you arrive in the winter semester | highly recommend to search for flats before on the
internet. | wanted to go a student residence, but as they were there shared rooms, | moved
out after three weeks. If you come in the summer semester to Cuenca, its easier to find a flat
in Cuenca, as many students move out from flats.

I had a Spanish course for three weeks, but it wasn't by the university (ESPACHU). We had
everyday courses from 9-12AM for 5 days a week + some extra program outside the
university. Personally it was worth it, even though its a bit expensive (information in the FAU
international office). The Spanish course from the university in Cuenca was ONLINE, which
didn't suit me to personally.

The people in the international office are very friendly and they help you with everything.
The office is open from 9-2PM from Monday till Thursday and they speak a bit English but
better Spanish.

The library is good. They are some rooms where you just learn by yourself and some group-
working-rooms. For access you need a card from the Santander bank, but they just made the
card and that's your student card. Don't worry the international office will explain everything
to you.

Cuenca is in the middle of the nature. Great mountains, sunsets and it has an amazing
oldtown. Except nature and some nice hikes is not much to see in Cuenca.

Cuenca is compared to Spain cheap for living. Going in clubs is for free most of the time.

Best: great opportunity to learn Spanish and meeting new people
Worst: cold winter



