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Field report for the Université de Montpellier.

| attended the winter semester of 2024 in the university of Montpellier to complete
my Erasmus semester abroad. Before the transfer, the university was fairly fast to
answer back and offered with much patience, the information needed. Everything
except the student housing and timetable were clear upon arrival. Once | arrived
there, having o take a private housing due to the unclearness of how the public one’s
work, | found myself sending many emails to the coordinator, Mustapha Ghrachem,
to try and figure out where my classes were and how to sign up to them. However, no
response was given and after some running around through the different faculties, |
found Mr Ghrachem. He was kind and effective when helping me, and did me a
student card on the spot, signed all my documents and showed me how to find the
timetable to my classes.

Even though | had some problems with my learning agreements, | found the
university was relatively open and helpful to solving these. Various welcoming events
where organised by the university, with welcome bags and so students could get to
know each other, although | found these were organised a little late as we had
started the classes over a month ago when these were held. However, many events
were organised by the ESN group of Montpellier throughout the whole year which
allowed students to get to know each other and made the Erasmus experience very
fun. They planned all kinds of activities which really allowed one to get to know the
southern-French culture.

The classes held were okay, most of them being held in French. The level of
teaching was acceptable, then finding out some classes offered different questions to
the one’s practiced in the tutorial lessons, however these where manageable. Other
courses were held at other faculties, like the university of MOMA, in which | had an
overall more positive learning experience. | would describe the course as a shorter
but more intense semester in comparison to the one that is taken in the IBS curse in
The Friedrich Alexander Universitat in Nurnberg. Moreover, free French classes were
offered for all students, up to level B2. | was satisfied with these classes as they were
engaging and educational, the only inconvenience to highlight is that this was held at
a different faculty than the one where the classes were held. A 25-minute tram ride
was necessary to get there, however, some of the student housings were close to
that faculty so this might not have been an inconvenience for everyone.

A very positive aspect of the university is the number of services it offered students.
With the student card (once properly activated) allowed students to access the
canteen in many locations of the city. Moreover, the library was very modern and
great for silent work, a computer room was also offered and the possibility to reserve
rooms for group work. This was a very good aspect of this university.

The examination period was divided into 2, midterms and a final exam. The dates for
these were anticipated by 2 weeks. This was the most negative experience | had with
this university as one of the exam dates was given to me wrong, which made me
miss the exam. Luckily the Erasmus coordinators were able to speak with the
professor and he let me do it the next day, however | am unclear if | had a different
exam to the others or if | was penalised for this.

The city of Montpellier is beautiful, with great weather and many daytrips possible.
The weather is also a great advantage as it didn’t get very cold and we could see
blue skies almost every day. The nightlife and student presence is very strong.
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However, there are some areas in the night that can be a little dangerous if you walk
home alone as a girl. These can easily be avoided by taking public transport or any
taxi. Most of these areas are far away from the university, so it shouldn’t be a
problem.

Living is cheaper than in Germany. Public transport just became free for residents of
Montpellier, but | paid 15 euros a month for limitless bus and tram rides, which are
very convenient to travel around the city. Housing prices are similar than those in
Nurnberg, the groceries are a little cheaper and so is the nightlife.

| would recommend this university as an Erasmus destination, but maybe to apply to
2 semesters rather than one and to take 4-5 classes in each semester. More can
cause a pile of work if you don’t prepare with enough time and can cause you to only
enjoy your Erasmus life for the first 2 months (which is what happened to me). |
would also encourage arriving at least 1 week prior to classes to organise your
timetable and student card properly. The best area to live (if you're going to study in
la Faculte d’economie) would be Port Mariane area. It is not directly in the city centre,
but relatively close to it and next to the faculty. Moreover, it is really safe.

The locals are very friendly and normally will voluntarily help. The city organises
many cultural events and parties that allow to immerse oneself fully in the culture.



