
Erfahrungsbericht über einen Auslandsaufenthalt im Rahmen eines 
Austauschprogramms (Studium)

Gastland: Lettland
Gastinstitution: Rigas Tehniska Universitate

1. Für welches Austausch- oder Förderprogramm fertigen Sie diesen Erfahrungsbericht an?

Erasmus (Europa oder Übersee)

2. Vorbereitung (Planung, Organisation und Bewerbung bei der Gasteinrichtung)

For my semester abroad I went to Riga, Latvia and studied in RTU (Riga Technical University). The 

guest university Erasmus office was very helpful and answered all questions via email within a day. It 

was also possible to contact them directly in the university at their office. However, sometimes some 

misunderstandings occur due to language constraints.

3. An- und Einreise (Visum, Flug/Bahn/Bus)

Although I am not an EU citizen, I did not need to have any Visa and my German residence permit 

was enough. I took a plane to Riga and then a bus to the accommodation. I would suggest to take a 

look at all possible bus connections in advance, since you will have to cary your (most likely) heavy 

suitcase all the way to the place of your stay.

4. Unterkunft (Wohnheim/Privat)

I stayed with my friend at the private dormitory in a shared room with our own kitchen and 

bathroom. It was rather easy to find an accommodation for affordable prices. But you should keep in 

mind that not all Latvians speak English and sometimes it might lead to certain difficulties 

(misunderstood the purpose of your stay, the longevity of your stay etc).

5. Fachlicher Aufenthalt an der Gasteinrichtung (Lehrveranstaltungen, Praktikumsinhalte und -auf-

gaben, Sprachkurse, Stundenplan, Prüfungen, Abschlussarbeit)

My studying plan was completely prepared by the Erasmus office (my coordinator). I was enrolled in all 

the courses I chose (from my Learning Agreement). It was extremely helpful since I did not have to 

deal with complicated enrollment procedure on the website myself. The studying process differs from 

the German one a lot. In almost all of my courses I had a mandatory participation (you must attend the 

course at least 85% of the time to get a positive grade). The students were also required to submit 

classworks and homeworks every week. Unfortunately, the quality of education in general was rather 

low, and sometimes it was not clear why we are doing what we are doing.

6. Betreuung an der Gasteinrichtung (International Office, Fachbereich, Praktikumsbetreuung



International office was always ready to help, although there was some confusion from time to 

time. We also had an amazing ESN (Erasmus Student Network) that organised activities for us.

7. Ausstattung der Gasteinrichtung (Bibliothek, Computerräume, Laboratorien, Unterrichts- und Ar-

beitsräume etc.)

In the city you can find both public (city) and university libraries.

8. Alltag und Freizeit (Sehenswertes, Kulinarisches, Geld abheben, Handy, Jobs)

There are definitely a lot of party places in Riga: affordable pubs and clubs. We visited numerous 

cafe places with versatile coffee and dishes. At the weekend you can also take a train (which costs 

about 1,5-2 Euros) to the countryside. There you will find different small areas with beautiful nature 

to enjoy both in summer and winter time.

9. Finanzielles (Lebenshaltungskosten, Stipendien, finanzielle Unterstützung der Gasteinrichtung)

Since I was still working at my regular working student position, Erasmus money was enough to live 

in Riga. Especially food (grocery stores) are very affordable and provide everything one might need. 

On the contrary, drugstores were very expensive (compared to Germany). So, make sure to bring 

first necessities with you (shampoo, face creams, deos etc).

10. Fazit (beste und schlechteste Erfahrung)

I really enjoyed travelling and exploring new places during my semester abroad. There were cheap 

flights and busses to Estonia, Lithuania, Finland, Sweden. I met nice people from France, Germany, 

and Italy. I learnt new things about Eastern Europe and Europe in general.However, I wish there 

were more foreign people (from different countries), the majority (about 80%) were from Germany.

11. Wichtige Ansprechpartner und Links

https://id2.rtu.lv/openam/UI/Login?module=LDAP&locale=lvhttps://www.rtu.lv/en

12. Nur Erasmus-Aufenhalte: Für diejenigen Studierenden, die eine Sonderförderung erhalten haben: 

Bitte stellen Sie kurz dar, wie Sie Ihren Aufenthalt in dieser Hinsicht erlebt haben.

Da-Bin Chung


